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Po Gow 20 Nation hath ſuch advantages where- 

by tormrich themſelves, as England hath. 

2. That the private Exportation of our wooll and 
Fullers Earth, doth exceedingly binder the Trade of this 
Kingdome, as alſo doth the private Importationgf For- 
rergn Prohibited Goods. 

Je The" egnerance:.of our: common People of the Law 
:n ſuch caſes , and want of incouragement 10 the diſca- 
VEerersS. 

4» The great boſs our S;lk and Ribbon-mweaters. + 

5. That the Trade of Clothing ts the cheifeſt thing in 
the Nation. 

6. The prefit gatzed by working up our yooll by our 
own poor people, 1s almoſt unſpeakable, and influential to 
all degrees of perſons in the Kingdome. 

7. That there is loſk Mithions per annum to the 


: King and Kingdome , 13 Cuſtomes , &C. by loſing our 


Trade of Clothing. 

8. That no other Country affords wooll to make good 
cloth without our Englith wooll and Fullers Earth, 

9. A recital of ſeveral Statutes concerning wooll, 
and the Trauſportatton thereof, ſetling the Aulangers 
Office, and for the well making of Cloth , and the abu- 
ſes of our good Lawes. . 

Io, Setting forth the induſtry of the Dutch , and 
ether Countries , wherely 1a a great meaſure they un- 
dermine our Trade. 

II, How the decay of Trade occaſions the Poor to be 
ſonumerow, brings Reiits low, and gonſequently Poverty 
to the Kingaome, 

I'2, See 
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12; Several Queries Propounded , by way of Re- 
medy > © 


By, 


A true friend to his Countrey, 


7.0. TREV ERS. 


To the Right Honourable 
EDWARDSETMOUR, 


SPEAKER Of the Right Honourable 
Houſe f COMMONS; Treaſurer of 
His Majeſties Royal Navy, and one of His Majeſties 
moſt Honourable Privy COU NCEL, 


a x} Or me to ſpeake of the Nobility andi 
BESS VVorth of your Anceſtors, and the 
| Noble Family (moſt Honoured Sir) 
would: be bur as an Eclipſe of the 
þ Sun by the Moon, which 1s the Pla- 
: net that moves in the loweſt Orbe, 
but laying a fide a]l fuoh thonghts, the Occalion of 
the Dedication of this enſuing Treattſe ro your 
Honour, 15, | | 
Firſt, for that youare fignally EleQed' to be the 
Speaker of the Honourable the Houſe of Commoxs , 
the Repreſentative of rhe Kingdome, wherein ſuch 
Lawes areframed and ſeried ,as are conducible to 
the Yea), Honour, and Safety thereof, 


2. Becauſe us Honours Abilities are ſo pub- 
liquely .mailifeſt, as thar'you are likewiſe fingled 
our tggac one. of his. Majeſties molt . Honourable 
Privy Councel. FEA 

3» And that which doth very much move me 
hereto 1s, becauſe your converſe hath been much in, 
and about the Counties of Devoz. Summerſet , and 
Wilts. where the Trade of. Clothing is very much 
uicd, and therefore it may-in all reafon be deemed, 
tizar your Honours knowledge of ( and acquain- 
tance with) Clothiers and their Imployments 1s 
more than ordinary, 

Sir the great Ambition I have to manifeſt my 
Loyalty to the King, and my zeal toſerve the Coun- 
trcy, purs me upon theſe endeavours , to diſcover 
not only the advantages by our Manufactures , and 
the diſadvantages ro the Kingdome by the ccflati- 
on thereof, bur alſo the great Frauds and Abuſes 
tn the Out-Ports by rhe Cuſtome- Officers ; which 
when reduced and brought into a better Method, 
by thgſe cheit Officers that are concerned therein 
] hope it may prove a good Balſome to heal 6ur 
wounds, and a Cordialto our drooping ſpirits. 

Iris well known that the improvement of cur 
Manufactures 11 this Nation hath acommunicatiie 
i1fluence upon thouſands of young and old people; 
yea mat thar-are now-ldle and looſe people , have 
bee: inore nunierouſly tmploy'd formerly, than now 
tieyare, by rcaſon of. the decay of Trade, which 
It it ſhould thus continve, or grow worſe, might be 
a great means to depopulate the Nation, and to 
draw great burdens upon many Parifhes for the 

| ; maine- 


- 
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maintepance of. their Poor ,, but if not timely pre 
vented ,wHll cauſe the Trade to be driven by For. 
xeigner:, and ſo exceedingly cauſe an abatement of 
Rents among us. ' | 

Sir, your publique Imployment , your generous 
and Courteous Deportment, give me confidence ro 
Dedicate theſe Rude and Unpoliſhr lines to your 
view, becauſe I know, you have Ability to judge , 
and Charity to pardon the Errata's that you may 
find therein.” © 

When I did firſt ſet Pen to Paper about this 
matter , I found my ſelf ina Labyrinth , and there 
might have ſuffered , had not my Education as a 
Clothier given me a glimmering light to extricate 
my felf. And yet when I had purchaſed my En- 
largement , by my ſtrict enquiery iito thoſe Myfte.. 
ries, I hadagreat diſpute with my ſelf, whether I 
ſhould pur my Abortive thoughts into Print or no , 
bur more reſpe&ting the common good , than my 
private Reputation, i reſolved rather to make my 
withes publique, than to bury them in Oblivion. © 

Now Sir, it is not only a pleaſant ſtudy for States- 
men to promote the Publike good , but the only 
way to true and laſting Honour, and Happineſs ; 
and tuartheſe poor Endeavours of mine may attain 


tha:[snod effc&t to the King and Countrey , as 1 re- 


ally dcign ; (aiming at no other, I earneſily beg 
of G4 co direct you tor the Improvement of rhem, 
in ycur publique imployments, which may (like the 
Raitrom Heaven) break open the Springs of Trade 
':.: dryand tliirity Land, to reviveand refreſh the 

| | ; a - {ame, 


— 


fame, and by fo doing, Sir, you will not only d6 
eminent fervic to the ing k; reat kindneſs ny bo 


Coontrey , but alſo oblige all people ro pray for 
your happineſs both in this world, and that which 
45 to come, for the which alſo moſt earneſtly prates, 


| | | | Your Honours moſt humble, 
and moſi devoted: 


$crvant, 


JOSEPH TREVERS. 


* © 


To his Honoured Friend, Cap, 
Foſeph T revers, aui-his Boa Entitated: * 


An Eſſay ta the Refloriny of ovr decayed Trade, 


F I a Poet were, 'de nnihertaks, 
To write ſome Perſes for the AMnthors ſake. © 
And give him commendation for his pains 
For I beleive, no more will be bs gains. 
For ſuch met: as dowiind the publique good - 
Their merits are bue ſlightly under ftood 


Yet unts lafting age their fame ſhall bud. 


The Author of this Book, who took the care 
Exattly to obſerve the great affair 

Of thu eur Kingdome, which conſiſts in Trade, 
Of Clot hes and Stuffs which of onr Wool are made, 
Hath here the profit clearly ſhewn tos, 

And what advantage yearly cometh thus 

If we were wiſe tobe indujrrious; © 


T ogether with the miſchirſs that do come 

On the whole Kingadome by neglett of ſome, 

And treachery of others which # worſe, 

( A heavier and more Prod:gious curſe 

Cannot well lighten on the Engliſh Nation ) | an 
To ſead away our Wooll by Tranſportation, 

T bis if not cur*d will bring to aeſolation.” 


As much as in them: lies for ſelfiſh ends 

Such bring deftruition to their beſt frienadl, 

Firſt to the Soveraign Majeſty of the King, 

Then tothe Common-wealth, jor thit doth bring 

a 2 The 
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But-now I hope far better things -t4 come... 
By the removal axd diſplaceirty ſome 
Of thoſe that were in traſt, and put in ſuch ....  - 
As are upright ,.. and won't;comply with. Dutch, ... 
Nor any Forreign. Nation #0 tyvade.... 
. The Ancient Proviledges- of onr Trade 
The want hereof makgs England greatly. fade. 


Coegittle Book into the world and, ſee 
Who thou car'ſt find therein ta welcome thee, 
Pm ſure thou. mean” ſt as well to every man 
Of all degrees and ſorts as any can : . 
From King to meaneft, thou doſt wiſh them well 
And therefore this thy Book doth truly tell 
Of wrongs and of Abuſts.dane to ak. 
Thenlet them in whoſe compaſ it may fall 


- Sox rectify the ſame, andbring on Trade 


A freſh, this # the end this Book was made. 


Incerti Authoris. 
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x1 Hat I may Proceed inas good an Order 


ot! as I can, (although I cannot pretend 
All to Learning, or Ability ro Compoſe 
1 a Book ina Methodical way,) but- do 
wiſh that ſuch a task as this, had been 
undertaken by ſome other, that might 
have ' been able abundantly better ts = 
TT have mannaged it, to ſatisfation of the 
Reader ; Yet by reaſon of my tormer imployment, in the 
Trade of aCloatbier, and afterwards in the Office of Sur- 
veyor of one of the Ports of this Kingdom, at the Cuftor- 
Houſe, lam experimentally enabled to ſpeak to thoſe things, 
which ſhall follow. ; 
"5. = | B And 


WE 4 * x 
And if there fall not out ſuch an Harmonious Order, 


ny 4 *. o 


orderly introduction of one thing to ahother, as might be 


inthe enſuing Diſcourſe, by the.neceſſary conneRion, or 
expected, (as before in my Epiſtleſo again,) I do humbly 


beg the beſt and moſt favorable conſtruRion, and cenſure 


of the matter, for having in my breaſt, the true heart, and 


Spirit of an Engliſh- Man, for, his King and Country ; 
I cannot bear with thoſe dayly abuſes, and evil practices, 
ſo frequently and natoriouſly pur upon the: King and King- 
dom, hut.that I daxeckon my ſelf Obliged, in all duty and 
good conſcience to my King and Country, to make them 
as publiquely known add. manifeſt-as I can, and theq leave 
the Remedies, to be provided and anſwerably applied, by 
the Miniſters of State, which L hope in a ſhort time will be 
effced. | -- 

And here I ſhall-endeayour, Firſt,” to make it to appear, 


that there is no Nation nor Kingdom in the World, that 
hath thoſe advantages, whereby to inrich themſelves, as this | 


our Kingdom of.” England , by the Manufacture of our 
The Aduan- Wooll, and, conſequetyly ro. maintain or firength , and 


2age by the Honor} emitting to-fpeak of many other ſtaple Commo-. 


= oh dities, of this our Kingdom, though many Rich and Profi- 

041, table, becauſe I am intended to Treat principally about the 

'*  SubjeRt of Wooll, and the Manufactures thereof, with the 
dependancies. thereupon. _ 

Now that ſuch advamages as might- accrue tothe King- 

domare not laid hold on, and the Cmmoditics improoved 


ro what it might be, is too too evident to. all men, that have - 
+ool/ 9or any feeling of the caſe, or that do-make any. inſpeCion into , 
MP0 ir; which may-alſo be ſufficiently confirmed to all others, | 
by the ſad complaints, and frequent: moanes, that are dayly 


made concerning the miſerable decay of Trade, tothe great 


loſs of- many perticulcr mien, and to the-King, and- Nation | 
in General, and. principally in <the Trade of Cloath- | 


Ing, - - 


Bur 


[3] 

But if the Wooll of Zrxgland, and Ireland were im- 
. prooved to the beſt advantages; and ſecured from expor- 
tation to Forrcigners , doubtleſs England would be the 
| General Market for the whole Univerfe, for matter of 
Cloathing, and what would ſoon be the Riches, great- 
neſs, and Splendor thereof, (by the Almighries bleſſing ) 
'1s not athing very difficule to be maT by any ſober 
judicious Perſon, Merchant; or Traveller. RES: 

And that no Nation hath ſuch good Wooll, for the gene- 
ral Tradeof Cloathing is evident, elce what makes ſo:many No #90! fo 
- Forreigners 'of other Nations, ſo greedy of 'our Engliſh $000 ln 
Wooll, if they had as good, or near as good of their own, 5 
and how highly was it formerly eſteemed, by the Dakes 
of Burgundy, and- what benefit and advantage. did thar 
People under his government make of it; when they paid 
but lixpence the: pound for our Engl;/þ Wooll, they re- 
turned it to us in Cloath at Ten thillings the Yard, by 
which may vety ealily be compured, what profit did re- 
dound ro that people, in the working up the Wooll, which 
thing occaſioned many Englsſh Families, to tranſport them- 
ſelves into thoſe parts, for their profitable livelihood and 
ſubſiſtence. | | 
But after the Victorious Conqueſt, 'made by Edward the Cloathing 
third, of Famous Memory, he cauſed to be ordered and fet up in 
up the ManufaQures of Wooll in this Kingdom, to the England, 
great increaſe of the Riches of his own People; the me- 
mory of whom, for his proyident care for the wellfare of 
his People ; is worthy to be.perpetuated to all ſucceeding 
Generations. X 

And what now a days makes Holland, and France, o 
covetous of our Wooll, and what large quantities by ſin- Foreigners 
iſter meanes, do they procure to ſerve themſelyes, and their** —_ 
Countries; -and what Riches do they acquite ts themſelyes *" ©9" 
thereby, may in ſome meaſure be gueſſed at, for by having 
our good Erglsſh Wooll, _ can mix their own opus - 
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Wool!l with it, and ſo'make good Ctoath, or Stuffes, which 
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otherwiſe they could nor'do. ' | 
To-1iftatice perticulerly in the! French; it 'is taken'for 
granted; and ſuffictently -khown, that their Wooll is very 
courſe, and of it ſeif fir for little, but ro make a ſort of 
Cloath which is worn by Sea-men, and Fiſher-men, &c. 
But by ihe belp of our good Wooll; they make very good 
work, and ſend. ro other: paxts of the- World their drug-. 

Sets; EC. 1 SF 1 | BIR out OTE, ON 1513 | 

" And'by having our *good' Engliſh Wool, they can Tpend 
Mu. two or three Packs of their own Wooll, mixing it with ours, 
at nog by which meanes they make their Cloath and Siuffes paſs 
;,.,, very acceptably, both among themſelves, and other Na- 

wrouzht uþ aoy,. = CO l G 
ly mixing flons: Yea we ourfelves in England fot being ſo wiſe, as 
»:þ ours, we-ſhould be, for our own advantage, do buy the 'French 
druggets, cc. Made of our Wooll, mixed with theirs, and 
Sive-great Prices for them too; when we do, or at leaft may- 

make better of our own. | 
The care then | being taken for granted, that - E»gliſs 
Wooll-is the beſt, 'and moſt fir for Cloathing , Stuffes, 

Stockins; Oy; EE | PS. br 

How neceſſary may it be rationally ſuppoſed-then, for- 
our own People to be imployd in the working up our own 
Wooll, and how many thoufands would be'imploy'd of the 
Poor 18 be Poorer ſort of people, aboutſuch work, who-might there- 
imploy'd. by; gain to themſelves a very comfortable-living, and free 
the Kingdom from thefe great burderis in- maintenance of 
the Poor; they betng able by their Labour, (if Imployd) 
comfortably to provide for themſelves , for it is not the 
nrmerous multitede of people ina Kingdom, or Common 
Wealth, that makes it to be -Poor, that they cannot live one: 
by another, bur the contrary, if all were imploy'd, and-ſer- 
at- work; as- there iis irmployment enough to be had; they 
wou'd prove the eſpecial meanes, to make a Kingdom Rich ;/ 
as may be clearly inſtanced by rhe Drch, how many ſcores 
of- thouſands of their Poor people are imployed about the - 
Herring 
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Herring Fiſhing, which makes them very Rich, and brings 
in yearly, near two Millions ot Money, or other commo- 
dities neceſſary” for the Land , which are- equivalent to 
Money , belides what they ſpend in the Land, this may 
ſeem to ſome co be a thing incredible, bur I am able to make 
it cleare to any intelligent Perſon, | 

Thus then by the negie& of our own Manufactures of 
our Wooll, Howes in like ac invndation, the poverty of the 
Land, and hence ariſe thoſe ſad complaints, that fl every Pov'y ſor 
mans Eares, throughout the Kingdom, Alas !' What ſhall —_ of 
wedo to live, we have no Imployment ; for if the Trade of "7" 
the world abroad, for Cloath and Stuffes, ec. Be ſupplied 
from other Lands, which make their Cloath and Stuffes of 
our Exgliſh Wooll; being Clandeſtinely Tranſported into 
Forreign parts; our Engliſh Trade for that: commodity , 
muſt anſwerably decay ; and if the Exgliſh Merchant tath 
not yent for that commodity abroad, to other Nations, the 
Country Cloathier muſt ſtrike off-in' a. great meaſure, and 
conſequently many of the Poor work folkes, are anſwer- 
ably taken off from their 'imployments, which formerly 
for many years, they had been exerciſed in, and ſo having 
no work, they getno Money, and ſo are reduced to a beg- 
ging condition, or worſe: theſe things are to be diſcerned 
clearly, without the-help of a PerſpeRive-Glaſs, by thoſe 
thatare in any meaſure intelligent in Politique affaires. _ 

Thus the profit of the Poor, that they ſhould get to 
themſelves for a maintenance is loſt, and the profit gotten 
by their labour to the Kingdom is alſo !oſt, in the General, p;c5: j/2. 
and this is brought ,to paſs by the quicklightedneſs, and 
diligence of our Neighbour Nations, who finding day.y 
the ſweetneſs of the Trade, and ſo exceedingly enriching 
themſelves, by our commodity, Y:z, Wooll; doe © en- 
deavour more and more, to carty it on to their own ad- 
vantage, whiles we-in Ezgland, 1n the mean time neglect 
eur own opportunities, and adyantages, which do ſo clearely 
lie before vs. 
| From . 
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: 297 tothe From what hath been before binted, doth neceſſatily 
Kingdom, follow the vaſt dammage, and prejudice done to this our 


own Nation, and Kingdom, by the expertation ,of our 
Wooll, for the dammage doth evidently appear, thus, 

Had no: the French our Engliſh Wooll ro work withall, 
they could net work up their own Wooll, into any Manu- 
faRures that ſhould be acceptable, or ſaleable in other 
Countries, no nor in their own Land, but they would be 
ready as tormeriy to buy our Engl:ſh commodities ; but 
; now kaving our Engliſh Wooll ſo frequently among them, 

privately gotten from . England, or Irelaud; they mix 
; their own Wooll with it, and work up two or three Packs 
. of their courſe Wooll, with one pack of ours, ſothat every 

Pack of Engl:/h Woo'l exporied from ys, and carried ro 
France is treble lols, if got more ro England, and on the 

contrary ſo much profit to France, - PEM 

Thus then -any man may perceive, how Rich other 

Countries grow by our means, by obtaining our commo- 


OtherConn- dity. to work upon, and there Peoplealfo do generally live , 


&nderſcl 
R i, 


than our People in Englaxd do, by which means they may 
afford to under-fel us, as ufually they de at a Forrei 

Market, ſo that bereby they do acquire to themſelves, both 
gvod credit, as well as great profit :-and this Originally as 
. aforeſaid is by our commodity ; which if it was carefully 
looked after, by the Officers of the Cuſtomes, in the out- 
ports cheifly ; there might be ſpeedily, a good ſtop put to 
this their Trade,for if they got not our wook from England, 


_ 5 ata lower rate, and work cheaper by the day or they mays 


Cuſtom Of-or Treland., they could not go on with this their Trade of 
ficers un= Cloath and Stuffes, but the great negligence, or unfaith- 


faithſul, 


fullneſs of ſome Officers, beionging to che Cuftomes, is 
the Principal occalion, of the exportation of our wool into 
Forreign parts, and conſequently of the loſs of the Trade 
.of the. Nation, in ſo- great a meaſure, in this perticuler., 
from whence followes clearely, and undeniably, the poverty 
of the Kingdom in general, _ 


For 
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For.one. Trade depends upon another, as it is in the body-: 
natural, ſo it is in the body politique, in the body natural; 
one member depends upon another, and is ſerviceable to the 
other, by a-.natural Harmony and Correſpondence, even - 
ſo.doth one Trade; or occupation cloſely, and neceſſarily 
depend upon another, here in England, and ſuch a con- 
. neon there is in this point, has © one chiete Trade fail, 
very many alſo do fall with it, more or leſs, according to - 
their proximity, or remotenes. from it, in their dependance, 


and this may be applied cheifly, and principally to the Trade C!oathing | 
of Cloathing, and the ManufaQture of wooll in ether re- 7'44* 


ſpets., how many ſeveral Trades are there, that muſt of 
neceſlity depend on the Cloathing Trade, as Card-makers, 


Spenners, Weavers, Fullers, Dyers, Cloath-workers, Pack- uy oth - 
ers, and- thoſe Trades which make Tooles, and. inftruments full alſo 


for theſe; are not alſo the Farmers at. work, in the mean 
time, to provide bread: for. all theſe People, and their Fa- 
milies, and- breeding up his Oxen, Sheep, Hogs, &c.. That 
they may have Meat to eate, are not the Merchants. and 
Sea-men, imploy*d in a, great meaſure by. this Trade, and. . 
theſe laſt mentioned (the Sea-wen,) are the men, who prin- - 
cipally, and cheifly bring in-the wealth of the Nation: the - 
Gentry of. the Land, and all forts of Shop-keepers, are the 
receivers of 'this profit, whichthe Sea-men by their adven- 
tures, and induſtry do bring into the Nation.; alt ſorts of-. 
Lawyers, Phifitiens, and Clergy-men, are receivers, and get 
their Money- by: their Tongues,. while. the. Adventurous 
Aerchant, and undaunted Marriner, carries on the Trade 
of the Natios,. exporting our native ftaple commodities: - 
(of the which through Gods abundant goodneſs, ) this Land - 
of. ours is ſowell ſtored, in ſeveral perticulers, as might be - 
inftanced in Tix, Lead, Cloath, Stuffes, Stockins, Herrings, 
of which might be an hundred: times: as many- if look'c 
aker, and Sale enough for them too, at Forreign.Markets: 
but. the- Dutch run away with the profit of theſe goods, 
making two. Barrels for our opge;. Pilchards are a _ | 
8000 - 


The Kg 
Loofety, 


The K'nes 
'Eultom:s, 


— | 


-go01 commodity, of which we do get good ſtore in the 
Weſt Country,and they do bring in good profic torhe Nation, 
.either-in Gold or Silver, or ſuch commodities, as the King- 


dom ſtands in need off, jet | 
By-what hath-been ſaid, it plainly appears how from the 
higheſt to the-loweſt, there is a neceſſary-dependance of one 
imployment upon another, and the] falling off from one 
general Trade, occalions the ruin of many interior Tradef- 
men, who had ſubliſtence for themſelves, and Families there- 
by ; .and this in our Kingdom of 'Ezglard, is ſeated prin- 
cipally, and cheifly, in the Trade of Cloathing, and the 
Manufacture of Wooll. | | 
So that upon the. failing of this Trade, of which there © 
is t00 great a ceſſation and decay, in many parts of this 
Kingdom, there comes in inevitably ſuch a general loſs, 
to the whole Nation, for firſt and moſt principally the King 
loſeth- hereby , and that extreamly, not only becauſe his 
Subje&s are not ſet at work, and ſo are unabled to live com- 
fortably, and to pay ſuch Taxes, and impoſitions, -as are. 
requilite for his Majeſties ſupport, and defence againft his 
powerful Enemies. - | | Þ 
Nor .in that the Honor, and ſplendor of the Kingdom, 
is hereby ſo much advanced and promoted, as it might be, 
but alſo becauſe his Majefty looſeth ſo great a revenue, 
which would accrue to him in his Cuſtomes, if the Cloath- 
ing Trade was carried on wich Vigcr, ſo that the effe&tual 
carrying on, or deliſting from the Cloathing Trade, is of 
very high Concernment, and Importance to the King ; 
in profit or loſs, and ſo it runs through the meaner ſort 
of People alſo, as hath allready in part been ſpoken 
10. 
For what Cuſtomes come in yearly to his — con- 
cerning the ManufaQures of Wooll, inits ſeveral, and per- 
ticular ſorts, of the Old and New Drapery, in all the Va- 
rieties of. Stuffes, made now a days, and Stockins, by being 
Tranſporied te Forreign parts, and what*ftore of Money, 
and 


(9) | 
and other goods, (equevalent to Aſoney) being neceflary com- 
modities for the Kingdom , do they bring inagain , for our 
Cloath, Stuffs, &c., ſo ſold or bartered , and what Cuſtoms 
again do all thoſe imported goods bring into His Majeſties 
Coffers, may not be difficult to be computed, belides the im- 
ployment of ſo many Ships and Seamen, and training up 
young Seamen, than which nothing in this age of ours, is 
more neceſſary to be taken care abont, for there is ( 7 be- 
lieve ) the greateſt want of this ſort of men in the Kingdom, 
for although there may be enough found in the Kingdom, 
to Man His Majeſties Royal Navy, an41 it may be ſome to 
ſpare, yet it is believed there are not neer enough for His Ma- 
jeſties Service, and for Merchants ſervice roo, which may 
many times be carried on both rogether, as occalion may re- 
aire ; x | 

A And if we do but look back a little, to a few Generations 
paſt, we may ſoon find what high Advantages have accrued 
to His Majeſty in His Cuftows ; and to the Kingdom in gene- 
ral, by the Cloathing-trade, being lively managed by the 742 com- 
Merchants, and what worthy and noble Companies of Mer- panics of 
chants, have been Afociated and Incorporated ; whoſe Tra- Merchants. 
ding hath for the moſt part, conſiſted in Woollen cloaths, as 
inthe Merchant Adventurers Trading to the Eaft-lands, and 
in what eſteem their Agents and Factors were in Forreign 
parts, and how Rich and great their Stock-and Treaſure hath 
been, in ſomuch that they have been able to lend avery con- 
liderable ſupplyand aſliſtance to the Xing or Queen upon any 
Occalion, and Particularly and Eminently (may it be ſpoken 
zo their Honor ) their Afliſtance of Queen Elizabeth of moſt 
happy Memory, in the year Eighty Eight; and lince upon 
any Occaſion of the like nature. | te 

Neither is here to be omitted that company which is called 
the Eaft-land Company, whoſe principal Trading alſo cun- Faft 11nd 
lifts in the ſame commodity of Woollen-Cloaths, by Company. 
which they do furniſh all thoſe Eaſtern Countries about the 
Baltick;Sea, and to R1fia, by which means alſo our diſco- 

| C veries 
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veries of thoſe Northern parts of the World, have bin- mace 
very Evident, and well known to Us, to the great Advance- 
ment of our Navigation to the Northward, as far as Green 
Land \, and of late years hath given occalion of that Diſco- 
very about Hudſon's Bay, commonly now called the North- 
weſt Paſſage, made by that tout and adven:urous Seaman, 
Captain Zachariab Gullam. 
| But the main and cheif Trades of all, are the Turkey and 
Turkey F,a/ſt-1:d:a Trades, and the Riches by thoſe Companies pro- 
0M. cured, cheifiy by Woollen-cloaths, So highly Advantagi- 
ousto the Xing in His Cuſtoms, to the Companies in pai ti- 
cular, and to the whole Kingdom in the general, as is not a. 
thing ealily to be known or computed, 

How the T»rkey Company in particular by their diſcreet 
maragement of the Trade in choſe parts, with that commo- 
dity of Woollen-cloaths chiefly, do-bringinto England, all 
the rich Goods from all parts of the Srreights, and how the 

Faſt-India Eaft- India Company, by their Trade in the ſame comma- 
Compeny. dity, ( 12 a great meaſure ) do. purchaſe the Rich commo- 
dities of 1na:a, Perſia, China, andthe Sourh-ſeas, with the 
Odoriferous Drugs of. Arabia, and all ſuch Goods 'as thoſe 
countries afford for neceſſary Uſe and Delight, although of 
late years the Dutch have wrought us out of a.great part 
The Dutch of the South-Sea Trade, of which more might be largel 
þ we ſpoil-ſpoken' concerning their uſage of our Engliſh-men 1n Dots 
ea in the PITS 5 but that it hath bin already ſufficiemly laid * out in 
South ſeas, Print, tothe veiw of the Engl:ſb Nation. | 
Pao ' Andtoaddalittle to what was before intimated, what ex- 
baile aa cellent Ships are annually built and.prepared for the ſervices 
. of theſe two Honorable Companies, whoſe imployment as 
aforeſaid,is principally for the Exportatien of our Woollen- 
cloaths, and if we do look back tut to thirty years paſt, four 
or five Ships of the Turk's men of War duſt not adventure 
upon one of our Smirna Ships, and alſo how worthy is it of 


Seamey Conlideration, to take notice how many of our beſt Seamen, 


bred up, and: Artiſts are bred wp in thoſe imployments by the two laſt 
worthy 
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worthy Companies Imployment; So that beſides what Re- 
yenue is brought to the K:ng in his Cuſtoms, by theſe great 
Sea-Trades of theſe worthy Companies mentioned, both 
for the Exportation of their cloatbs, cc, and the Importa- 
rion of all manner of Goods, by this Stock fo purchaſed 
abroad in Forreign parts, our Merchants are grown maryel - Me: chants 
lous Rich, in ſomuch that they are able upon any neceſſary £797. 
Occafion that His Majeſty hath for Money, to furniſh him at ,,, ,.,, 
a weeks warning ; and that which is worthy the noting alſo, he $5:; 
Cur Seamen are grown of late years to be the moſt famous in worcy. 
the world, to the great glory, honor, and ſafety of His Ma- 
jeſty and the Kingdom,and all this is evident by what hath bin 
faid, to ariſe cheifly ( next to the bleſſing of Heaven) from: 
the Manufacture of our Wool in England, by our own peo- 
ple, which how much ir ought to be incouraged, and of 
what high concernment it is to the Honor, Wealth, and Se- 
curity of the Kingdom, lerthe Sober and Judicious conli- 


der, 


Stuffs and Bays that are ſent over to Portugal, and thence,,,,,,,11 
Tranſported to Brazilia, &c, with a very conliderable num- 
= | B 2 ber 
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ber of Cloaths and Stuffs that go to Spain, and by the Spa- 


#iards Tranſponed to the Weſt- Indies all over ,the good 
gqeantities of Perpetyuaries, and ſuch hke Stuffs that are car- 


ried out for Gxznea, together of late days, with the large 


ſtores of Broad-cloaths, Kerlies, Sarges Cotrons, Penni- 
tons, Duffe's (or Hogs) Tranſported to our own Planta- 
tions of New-England and Va ginia, with what alſo muſt 
ſupply Barbadoes, Jamaica, and our other Iſlands 1n the 
Weſt-Indies, and forreign Plamacions, .,a.l which are the 
 , _ manufaRtureof Wooll. = CES 
__ The Premiſes conlidered, I hope I may wake bold to ſay, 
to Erglan{ that ſeriing alide all the reſt of the Rich and Staple. commo- 
dities of England, which nevertheleſs are as good as any 
Country can parrallel in the world, as Tina, Lead, Tron, 
than the &c+ this very commodity produced from our Wooll, is of 
commodity More worth and value to England, '( that i to ſay} will bring 
of any Comin more profit to the -Kingdom of England, than all the 
rry what- Silks or 1ich commodities of any Count: y whatſoever , Yea 
Joerer, Qoubileſs more than all the Spices of the SourkeSeas, yea, I 
do believe, and I have reaſon enoughto lead me (o to do, 
than all the Spenia; ds Gold and Silyer Mines in America ; 
for none of theſe I am throughly perſwaded, can any way 
equallize that yearly Revenue, that doth, or may come into 
the Kingdom of England by this one commodity diverlly 
made up of our Woell, | 
Neither doth any Nation in the world get ſo muck by any 
of their Goods, as Englanddoth by this, to the great en- 
riching and advancement of the Merchant, and the Compa- 
Encreaſe Nles Stocks, trading and adventuring in theſe goods to Sea, 
of Seamen.the enriching of His Majefty, the encteaſe of our ſtrength 
in Shipping, and conſequently the breeding and training up 
of Seamen, and in: reaſe of them, wherein as before intima- 
ted, a great part of the welfare & ſafety of the Kingdom doth 
conliſt in theſe ourdays: andthe inconragement of whom 
1s of great concernment to the Kingdom, as the caſe now 
ſtands with Englazdgnd her neighboring Nations; or as the 


caſe 


EW} 


caſe may hereafter fall our to be, for our Land is an Iſland, 

as is known well enough, nor only toits Inbabirants, but ts 

all Earope, and we have not, nor <caniot have Caftles-and 

Garrilons round gbout the whole kingdom by the Sea-lide 

to bear off a forreign Enemy, and to keep him from landing 

and invading our Nation; for in fair-weather'in Summer ; 

' time, there may be lauding ia hundreds of. places about the 7% Vng's 

Kingdom, where there is neicher Town nor Caſtle necr; the PR 

but ſuch is His Majeſties gi eat prudence and care for the ſafe- ;,,;1, of 

ty of his Land and People, thar he doth highly” effcem and the Nation, 

promote the affairs of Shipping, .more than everany of hjs 

Royal Predeceſſors have done, well knowing that his Ships 

and Seamen are the reng and ſecurity ( next to the pro- 

rettign of the Almighty ) of his whole kingdom: 

_. I ſhall row endeayor to give ſome particular account, but 

very briefly , of the Profits ariling to Exgland, by wotking 

up our Wooll into Cloth : every two pounds of Wool? 

which is worth about. twenty pence,. wil make a yard-of 

Karſey, worth five or (ix ſhillings; and ezery four pounds of 

Wooell, worth about three ſhillings. four pence, will make a 

yard of broad-cloth, worth eleven or twelve ſhillings: ſo 74! by 

that two thirds, is the leaſt profit, char doth arife by put- RAY ng up 

ting our Wool into ManufaQtures ; which doth amount to 

above 230 pounds ſterling profit, in every Tun of Wooll ſo 

wrought up, accounting twenty hundred Engliſh waic to tte 

Tun , ſo that if we ſhould ſuppoſe, but an hundred Tens of 

Woell tranſported , out of the Kingdoine, ina year $0 France 

unwrought , it will amount to 22.4004. ſterling, which is fo 

much clear loſs to the Kingdome,, and trebble ſo much profit 

to France, by their working up three times ſo much of ther 

own, with ours , as hath been formerly intimated : belides, 

it is worthy of conlideration, that fo many of our poor lye _ _. x 

idle, aid loſe their imployment , being ready toperith for Scans 

want of neceſſary food , notwithſtanding the great plenty in 

the Land; and no Kingdome hath thelike advantages , for the 

imployment of thie poor, in any Trade or occupation (with- 
in 


£ 
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1n doors) whatſoever, as we have for the poor in his Ma- 
zelties dominion of England, about the old and new Drape- 
ry,.:*and yet thoſe poor , that had their hands full of work , 

In one kind or anot er, accorditig to 'what they were moſt 
accuſtomed, either by (reing of wooll, mixing, breaking , 
carding , ſpinning , Tpoling , quilling, weaving, making of 

cards, picking of Teſels, ard many other imployments , con- 

cerning the working yp, wooll into cloth , which have kept 

many thouſands of men; women' and children at work, who 

Poor et Knew not bow to get a penny. another way; but by this way 
Money if of working, could in ſome comfortable manner live. When 
Implocd. the trade ot clothing was driven roundly , one family , that 
doth not get twelve pence a week now, haye then received 

twelve, fifteen or eighteen ſhillings a week , which money 

went xound to the Farmer for provition, or to the Shopkeeper 

for neceſſaries tor cheir Families , and this again to the Mer- 

chant, or to the Landlords; according to'each man's Trade, 

and correſpondence. | 

So that the profit ariling, by the working up of our Wooll 

into cloth or Stuffs here in England, by our own people is 

almoſt unſpeakable , and is the great and chief wheel inthe 
Kingdome, to ſet all others at work, as hath been already in 

ſeveral Trades mentioned, and more Go atrend upon it, when 

ic is made intocloth, as the Clothworkers, Drawers, Dy- 

—5 , Fullers, Packers, Merchants and Seamen. 

But then to enter into the conlideration of the contrary, 

. wWhatan unſpeakable loſs is it to the Kingdome , to have ſuch 

- + Hg a Trade Ft to decay , and ſo many thouſands of poor muſt of 
neceſlity be multiplyed in the Land, which muſt beg, ſteal or 

ſtarve, for want of imployment. But what think you if three 

or four hundred Tuns ot Wooll in a year be exported out of 

the Kingdome ( for ſo I haye been informed) what a ſtroke 

doth that give , to the beating down of our Trade in England, 

and -what a vaſt loſs comes thereby to the Kingdome ; and 

Fulof may we not juſtly be induced to believe, that the decay of 


5.27% our Trade inthis reſpeR, doth occaſion the fall of the _ 


_ 
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of Lands in the Countrey , and houſes in the City of Loxydor 
and elſe where, fo that the Nobility , and Gentry of the 
Kingdome, have aſenlible feeling of the decay of this Trade 
of clothing, tor all that the poor do get for their labour about yz pow s 
this Imployment, goes from them againto others, as hath «bor proftt 
been already intimated , and ſo the money goeth' round ac- !0 've Na- 
cording toits figure , and paſſerh frem one to another , accor- 
ding as onetrade hath dependance upon anotker, 

It may not be tere unſeaſonable,to in'ert a word or two,con- 
cerning our Fullers Earth , for cloth cannot be perſectly tini- 
ſhed without our Fullers Earth , to ſcoure and cleanſe the fine Fullers 
clothes, that are milled with Caftle ſope,andall other midling £4ith car- 
cloths that are fulled with Sope;; ſo that none but courie Spe, 
clothes that are milled withMedicine can be well done,withow 
the afliſtance of our Fullers earth , except at a greater charge ,. 
neither is there any other Countrey , beſides our King's Do- 
minions, that have any Fullers Earth like oursin England ,, & 
it is ſo reported, that the Darch bave gotten enough of it into 
Holland toſerverhem for many years tocome,wbich was cer- 1#!0 Hoi- 
tainly tranſported out of the River of Medway, (alias Chat- land, 
ham) for we have none in England, but what is about 1Maid- 
fone, on the ſaid River of 2Zedway, that ever I could hear 
of, except at. Woobary in Bedfordfhire , which is an Inland- 
town , and many Miles fromthe Sea; yet bave been a dili- 
Sent inquirer into this matter: fo that if the Tranſportation 
of this commodity , into Forrein Countries , was carefully 
looked after , it could not poſlibly be carried out of the Land, 
without a diſcovery of it , eſpecially from the River of Aed- 
way aforeſaid , ſo that forreigners muſt of neceflity be at the: 
grcater charge, in finiſhing their clothes , which could notbe 
done, without the help of our Fullers Earth.. Now that there 
is a prohibition of Exportation.of our Fullers Earth, to For- 
reign patts, 1s well enough known. to the Officers of the Cy- 
tome houſe, but it is. not looked after as it ſhould be, for ei- 
ther ſome of them are negligent , not regarding their duties, 
and. behaving themſelyes with that vigilance and —_— 

10N;, 
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Kon, as ſuch places of Traft do neceſſarily call for at their 


hands , or elſe they wink at fuch miſcarriages, and ſuffer 
our F ullers Earthto be carried away, as the like is common- 
ly done cpncerning our Wooll. —_ 

And alcbongh moſt part of our Lawes are binding enough 
with ſevere Penalties annexed to them, if they were but du- 


| ly obſerved and well put into Execution, yet not one of ten 


Hol car- 
39 d to 
Francc, 
OF, 


T-ade( men 
Kde1e, 


thouſand doth know the Lawes of Prokibuion throughout 


"the Kingdom, and how to put them into Execution, and al- 


though many people do certainly know that Fullers Earth is 
cercainiy carried out of rhe River of Afedway, (alias Chat- 
har, ) and our Wooll commonly ſhipped off from Dowver- 
Cliffs by night , from Rumney- Marſh, the Ifle of Wight, 
Purbeck, and about Waymonth, and in ſeveral other parts 


. of England, and too muchfrom Southhamton : under the 
Pretence of an Allowance by the Law, forthe ſupply ef Jar- 


ſey; Yet no body doth, or dareth to profecute the Offen- 
ders for the breach of our good and wholſome Laws, be- 
cauſe rhe very principles of Nature in every man, teach him- 
ſelf Preſervation, and he that minds but char, is afraid to 
meddle with theſe offenders who are commonly Rich men, 
and ſtrengthened bo:h with Money and Friends in the Coun- 
ties where they dwel}, ſo that every man that is willing to 
preſer7e himſelf, his Eftate and Family, is afraid of appear- 
ing againſt theſe Tranſgreflors in the behalf of the Xizg , 
though ic be never ſo much conducible to the good and wel- 
fare of the whole Kingdom ; for fear they ſhould 'be dealt 
withal as I have been. ' | 
 AndwhileT am ſpeaking about the negligence and unfaich- 
fulneſs of the Officers of rhe Cufloms ; give me leave in two 
or three words-for a Digreflton/concerning the importation 
of Fo:rein prohibited -Conmodities, to the' utter ruine of 
many poor Tradeſmen, with their Families, this onr King- 
dom ; as Ribbon Weavers, and Sitk weavers, and o:her ſuch 
like Artificers in & about' Londey, and ſeveratether pans of 
the Kingdom, that rhey are ſo: miſerably Impoveriſhed rh at 
| they 
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they areready to periſh for want of neceſſary food, to keep 
life and ſoul together ; (as our Engliſh Proverb is) notwith- 
ſtanding the great plenty of all ſorts of Proviſion in the Na- 
tion, (chrough the goodneſs and bounty of God to us.) 

Bur all theſe errours, and miſcarriages, mightand may ea- 
fily be prevented . by the care and vigilancy of the Cuſtome 
Officers, eſpecially in the out-Ports: But ſome Officers 
finding a perticular, and preſent profit , by being inveſted 
with a Golden Livery, do ratizer chooſe that , than to do 
their King and Countrey faithful ſervice, alchough it be alſo 
running the hazard of lofing their preſent Imployment , and 
furure Preferment , for things ofthis Nature, are now grown 
ro that height of perfidiouſneſs, and contidexce, (I might ſay Smuge/crs 
| Impudence) that two or three golden Decoys are ſufficient ?19/ecure 
ro intrap an inclining Surveyor , and if there ſhould chance "9%*(? men, 
ro be a diſcovery , or a ſurpriſal, there ſhall be all preſent 
help ar hand, if need require, for the carrying off the matter 
ſmoothly , and Witneſſes in any.caſe ſhall nor be wanting, to That 4//- 
connterfeit Truth and Juftice , when it is directly contrary , cover them, 
by which malicious, and unnatural courſes, thoſe that wonld 
be juſt and honeſtin their places and Offices , are ditheartned, 
through the leud and deceitful praQtices, of theſe Catterpil- 
lars; who by ſuch indire& Courſesare diſobedient to the 
Lawes , and the Smugglers that imploy them, do multipl 
oreat troubles , upon ſuchas at any time diſcover theſe Of- 
fenders, yea and do violently proſecute ghemat the Law, to 
make them Examples ard terrors to others, that ſo they 
might drive on their cheating trade without controul, and yet 
ſuch honeſt well-minded men do nothing but theif duty , bur 
for that they have this od5m caſt upon them , they are cal- 
led Informing Knaves, &c. notwithſtanding the welfare of 
the whole Kingdome, doth ina great meaſure depend upon 
the diſcovery of ſuch abufes. | 

How much neceſſary -may it then be ſuppoſed that there 
ſhovld be very good incouragement given to ſuch honeſt pub- 
lique ſpirited men , as ſhould diligently enquire after _—_— 

D niſter- 
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miſter practices: andas it was before tonched , thoſe Smug- 
lers are not only well acquainted wich ſoine Attorneys and 


"Eonueglers © | ; : ; 
_ fries Clerks , who will eicher ule undue practices, oc make de- | 


TC ded la'es ; but they make good intereſt with the Under-Sheriffs, 
: inche Conntyes where chey drive their Trade ; and thentheſe 
Undertberiffs alſo have trange tricks and delays in their re- 
turns, in which ſome of thea will cake part with the Offen- 
ders, inſtead of executing the Law againſt them, ſo rhat ſuch J 
Offenders are incouraged ; and by this means it is, rhat our 
Wooll and Fullers Earth, and ether prohibited Goole, are 
exported ſo frequently out of the Kingdom , and Forrein 
prohibited Goods, and Merchandize imported ; ſo that our 
Manufacture is in a great meaſure gone to decay : other 
Countries are greatly enriched, who allo live at a lower rate, 
and work cheaper than our People in England, whereby our 
Trade is much taken off in Forrein parts, and our poor live 
idle, with the ether inconveniences conſequent thereto, as 

bath been already ſpoken to. | 
Treaſure By this means it is, (2 good pare) that ſo much of the 
5 exbay.eo Treadure of the Kingdom is exhauſted and drawn away to 
(ca, other Lands, the general complaint now, being what ſha# we 
do, there isne Money ftirring , and Lands are reduced to a 
lower value than formerly they were. | 
Now, though all theſe Miſcheifes do not flow in at one , 
rime and place, yet it is like a Pond that is ſoon filled with | 
many Springs, when as one Spring would do it in length of 
time: that which may ſeem to be ac tirft bur a ſmall Evil, 
_ vill in proceſs of time with conſtant Practice , deſtroy the 
happinefs of the whole Kingdom, as a little Leak if not ta» = 
|. ken notice of and amended, will in time link the greateſt 
#1f thful Ship or empty the greateſt Ciſtern : even ſo will Offenders & 
officers. ontaithful Officers, being the only perſons in truſt with thoſe 
affairs, fill the Kingdom with Forrein-prohibited goods and 
commodities, and empty it of our Wooll and Fullers Earth, 
with other prohibited goods ; which evil PraQtices are now 
fo frequent, that if not timely prevented by our yr of 
State, 
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Srate, our Kingdom will be foon filled with Poverty, and: 
emptied of Wealth and Happineſs, by this loſs of our Trade 
and Manufacture, which now is in ſo great danger of linking, 
(and that withour all hope ) unleſs thoſe that guide the Helm, 
do ſteer the great Concernments thereof into ſome ſecure 
Harbor, and there amend what may by ſearching be toun1 
amiſs, by diſplacing ſuch Officers as have proved in the leaft 
unjuſt either by conniving at the Offenders or abetting and 
alliting them, to thz great diſcouragement of thoſe that are 
faithful in their Imployments; and that care alſo te taken 
thac a due encouragement and countenance be ſhewed to 
ſach as are found to be juſt, faithful , and exa& obſervers of 
the Lawes that are extaat againſt ſach Smugglers and abultye 
perſons. 

And without doubr, there is much Woolt Shipped off 


from Ireland annually, unco forreign parts; which might be »901! ou? 
as well wrought up inthe countrey among themſelves , there of Ireland 


being no want of people, and ſuch as for the moſt part live a 
lazy kind of life, (as E have credibly been informed ) or elce 
their Wooll ( ifthey work it not up ) might ſoon be tran- 
ſported over into Ezgland in twenty four hours time , or 


' thereabout with a fair wind, and be wrought up in- England, 


which would turn toa treble account of profit , as hath been 
already demonſtrated ; but this T ſhall refer to- others , that 
are more knowing in the Iriſh trade ; but I am very apt to 
beleive the reports that I have heard , concerning great quan- 
tities of Wooll carryed from thence, both to France and Hol-- 
land; but to lay aſide the informations of others, auchough 
very well worthy ot be.icf in all points, I ſhall according to 
my promiſe, in my Epiſtle, ſpeak to thoſe things of which I 
have had ſome large experience, 

I wasa Clothier my ſelf, and Apprentice to the Trade, 
many years, and afterwards ſet up for my ſelf, and followed 
my Trade many years, thriving very wellthereby , till abour: 
nineteen years agoe, that I was burnt out of all, and put up- 


on the adventures of foxtune ; and raking notice of the oc- 
| D. 2 curran- 
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_ currances of affairs, I did find Iarge teftimonies of the decay 


C lothieys 
leave off. 


of Trade, with the occaſions thereof , but while 1 did keep 
the Trade going, I have rode far and near , to get Spinfters, 
and other work folkes, and gave great Wages, as alſo did all 
other Clothicrs, and yet could not procure halt ſo many as 
we would have imploy'd: but ſuddenly after our diſorders, 
and diſregard to our Lawes as aforeſaid, the Market fell, and 
many Clothiers were forced to leave'off their Trades , be- 
cauſe they could not vend their commodity, 

All choſe poor people formerly ſo imploy'd, were ready 
to ſtarve for want of bread, in and about thoſe places, where 
the Clothiers left oifand failed; and every day it grew worſe 
and worſe, and thoſe confufions among us increaſed more 
& more, tha: very few men were of one mind, and hardly any 
at all , that minded the publique good : but now ſome thoughts 
are buſicd of reſtoring things to their Luſtre, and trade to 
what ic was before the decay. 

Some wiſe men have been of the opinion, that the abating 
the intereſt of money , would greatly increaſe and adyance 
trade, and very probable it might be a good liftto it. 

Others again, being out of hopes ofthe recovery of the 
former trade, think men muſt imploy their wits , and know- 
ledge, in the invention of ſome new ſorts of Manufacture, 
and ſome coverous wreiches, have been very ready to declare 
their opinion, thatthe increaſe of the intereſt of money , and 
the abatement of Servants and Workmens wages ; to which, 
adding great frugality, and good husbandry, would maketbe 
Kingdome to be happy , and flouriſhing again z ard many 
there are, that make ittheir bulineſs and ſtudy , to outwir and 
deſtroy other men, and under pretence of honeſty , and many 
by clandeſtine means, ſwaf{ow up the good and pious gifts, 
of our Anceſtors, belonging to the Charch and to the Poor , 
for in this our Iron age, men haveleft off to do good, and loft 


| their obedience to the Lawes of the Land, and have ceaſed 


from the exerciſe ofthoſe two unſpeakable graces, Faith and 
Charity. | 


And 
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And therefaretruly I fear we have little hopes of happi- 
neſs . or being reſtored ro our Priſtine flouriſhing condition , Kingdome 
till we do return to our old obedience, and exerciſe our fonrifhed 
ſelves in love and good works, fearing God and honouring _— 
the King, and not giving our minds to change , but ler every ,;, int AS 
one endeavour to amend one, and ſtrike off from the error of : 
his own waies, and endeavour his utmoR to diſcharge a good 
conſcience, firſt to God, and then to mind the pulique good , 
calling to mind the happy conditionof Trade in the Reign of 
King Charles the firſt of bleſſed memory, when all men 
dreaded his Lawes , and lived in love one with another, 
which made the Kingdome flourilh, in our trading with great 
ſucceſs, and increaſe of Riches; and indeed we enjoyed ſo 
much happineſs as made us proud, and forgetful of God's 
mercies, and ſo murdered the beſt King in the world , by 
which we ſtript our ſelyes of a/l but God s juſt judgements 
apon the Nation, and left our ſelyes certain of nothing but of 
uncertainties, - 

I find by our good Lawes; that great care was-taken abour 
Wooll, and all other prohibited commodities ; as firſt inthe 
Reign of King Edward the Third, Cap. 1. then wooll was 
wholly prohibited to be exported, which was the firſt begin- 
ning of the promotion of making Cloth in England, but it 
ſeems the Nation at firft could not work up all the Wool! , 
that was of our own. growth , till the Trade was diſperſed 
throughout the whole Kingdome , and people inſtructed in 
the Art. So that an AR of Parliament was made for the tran- 
ſportation of Wooll into other Countries, to a Staple ap- 
pointed, at firſt at Calis , paying their due Cuſtome firſt in 
England, ſothat thoſe which had our Wooll in thoſe daies 
paid well for it : another Statute was made to this purpoſe, 
that if any Forreigner would bave any of our Wooll out of 
England,and found none at the Staple, tie was to bring ro the 
King's Mint, an Ounce of Gold, as a d' ty for every ſack of 
Wooll; and many ocher good Laws I tac forr'e prevention 
of Abuſes concerning Wooll and Cloath; and for the pre- 

YE lOon. 
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Yention of the Tiabſportation of Wooll, but What did firſt 


pay.the King's duty in Englard, and was to the intent that 
eur People might afford their Cloaths ſo, as to underſel 


Strangers; And ſeveral Staples were appointed.in England 


whcre Wool! wasto be ſold and bought, and not elſewhere , 
and noneto be carried or lodged neer tothe Water-fide , nor 
bought nor bargained,, but by Cloathiers and ſuch as wrought 
May coed VP, or by Merchants and their FaRors under ſeveral Pe- 
Law:s Palties: Many otier good Laws have been made lince the 
made, timeof King Edward, for the keeping our Wooll and Ful- 
lers-earth ia England, to imploy our own poor People, and 
advance the ManufaQure of the old and new Drapery, ſo hap- 
pily ſet on foot by the prudence anddiligence of that King, & 
then there was Obedience from all perſons rendred to the 
good Laws of the Land, which good Laws have been Suc. 
ceſlively ever ſince continued, by almoſt every Parliament, 
wi:h ſuch Additions or Exemplifications as were found to be 
neceſſary, for the prohibition of the Exportation of. Wooll 
and Fullers-earth ;. by which means we both got, and kept 
the whole ManufaQure of our own Wooll, and a good part 
of other Countries among our ſelyes in this Kingdom; till 
the time of our late unhappy Confuſtons. 

Andif the Book called the Golden Fleece, with ſome of 
Sir Walter Rawleigh's Works, which do fully demonſtrate 
the great yen of God on this Kingdom of England a- 
bove any other, forthe imployment of the poor people were 
well inſoeRted , and anſwerably improved, it would be a 

means to make the Kingdom happy and flouriſhing, 


1 ſhall here give a brief Recital of ſeveral Statutes more con- 
cerning Wooll aud Cloath. 


Stat, 5.of 71Irſt, that no Cloath made beyond Seas, ſhall be brought 

Ed-3-68.% F'* into the King's Dominions, on pain to forfeit the ſame, 

Stat. 15,0f and to be furcher puniſhed at the King's will, 

Ed,3.ca,59, That all Clearh-workers , and Artificers in the trade of 
| A S __ _Cloathing, 
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Cloathing that came out of other Countries into the King- 
dom, had the King's Protection te dwell where they pleaſed, 
and conyenient Franchizes and great pnivilidges were at firſt , 
allowed them for their incouragement ; maintained at a pub- 
lique charge out of the King's Exchequer. 

I find there that Strangers as well as Natives, might have St: 18.9f 
bought Wooll as they could agree, andrthat great care was Ge 3+ Caſs 
taken tO ayoid Deceits, to abate and leffen the prices of wooll, ** 
and to avoid falſe Packing, falſe Winding, and falſe Ballan- 
ces, and to have one juſt Weight throughout England, pro- 
ved and tried by the reſpective Sheriffs of every County, 
according to the Standard of the Exchequer : and that no 
buyer of Wooll, ( Stat. 13, of Ed, 3. cap. 2.) ſhould make 
any refuſe or waſt, but an equal hand ſhould be carried be- 
tween buyer and ſeller; and this upon grievous Forfeitures, g,,, $ 
as Stat. 12, Rich. 2.-Ccap. 9. Alſo that all Woollk-felles and yz, 6, cz. 
Leather bought in the Countries, fhould be brought to the22. 
Staples which were appointed en purpoſe, where Wooll and 
ſuch commodities were to befold, and ſhould remain thereSt4t-23-, 
fifteen days at leaſt, for the ſupply of our own people who * ©: 77+ 
were to have the firſt choice, or as much as they would work 
up, and then the remainer which could not be wrought up in 

England, were to beſent to publique places in the day time, $:ar. 3 r; 
| = from thence to the Ports appointed on purpoſe for the ſta- E4.3.c4.3, 
ples to be Tranſported, after. the Buyers had paid their due 
Cuſtoms and Sublidies, (/Y5z. ) for every ſack of Wool, 
which contained 94 Pounds, 2 pounds 10 ſhillings : and for 
every 300 of Wool-telles two pounds 'ten ſhillings, .and for 


every laft of Leather, five pounds 3 and that no wooll vendt- Stat 13.8 


ble ſhould be lodged , ſhewed or fold , within three miles of ;, ay, g, 

the Staple, by any Merchant, Buyer, er Tranſporter, or a- 

ny others, but fuch as had of their own growth, and no 0- 

ther : And the Chancellour, Treafurer, with the advice of 0- 

thers of the Kings Councel ,, had power to: defer the Tran- 

ſportation of Waoll, when, and as often as they ſaw. it con- 
| 41 k 
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 _  Itwas thenordered, that no Merchant of the Staple, ſhoutd 
Set, 2. of Tranſport Wooll, Woollfells, Lead , or Tin, without the 


HR. 5, | King's Licenee , until they were brought to the Staple , on 


pain to for feit the ſame, | 
27. Ed, Ttwa then made Fellony to Tranſport Wooll, by the Sta- 
*tute of the Staples, as you may find it concerningthe Tran- 
18. £4, ; {portation of Wooll , by Engliſh Merchants, but this Statute 
** for Fellony was repealed, the 38 of Edw. 3, Star. 1. and's. 
$ Ben. 5, andthe forteiture for Lands and Goods, was ſtill continued, 
cap.2, and in Afarch the 37. of Edw. 3. the Staple for theſale of 

Wooll was fixedat Calls. | 

Then the Staple- aforeſaid was removed from Cal/is , and 
cleariy put down, 43. Eaw. 3. Cap. 1. andthe Staples ap- 
$:at.47.r, Pointed and fixed in England, at the places following : Yiz. 
3: cap. 1, At Newcaſtle, Kingſton upon Hull, St. Buttolphs Boſton, 
Yarmouth, Quinborongh Weſtminſter, Cheſter , Wincheſter, 
Exeter, and Briftol , and the Staples of Ireland and Wales, 
were to be kept where firſt they were ordained, and ſeveral 
other good clauſes were added concerning the Regula- 
tion of the Staples, as may be ſeen ar large , in the Statute of 
the Staple, 27. Edw. 3. ' | 
$4.8 Hey It was there appointed , that all Merchants , Strangers, 
-. czp, 2, ihat bought wooll in Englara, to conveigh to the Weſt parts, 
; or elſewhere, that did not bring them to ſome of the Staples 
to be ſold, were to bring to the Mafter of the Kings Mint , for 
every ſack of Woollyhich contained ninety four pounds, an 
- Ounce of Gold Bulloin, or the value infilver BuHoin, on pain 
to forfeit ſuch Wooll, or the value thereof to the King ab- 
Stat. 3H, {glutely. 1 alſo find that great carewas taken that no perſons 
5, ©. % in Norfolke ſhould buy wooll there, and in divers other 
| Countries thereabour, for fear they ſhould Tranſport it, but 
only thoſe Merchants which carried it to the Staples, or thoſe 
Stur.1 Ed which did convert it into Yarn, Hats, Girdles or Cloth : 
', - - Andthat ſuch woolls as were bought in Norfolke , and Nor- 
wich , and thaſe Countries, were to be ſold and retailed in 
the open Market , if not carrycd to the Staples: And _- 
ole 


6, Cap, 6, 
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thoſe in Halifax, were to ſell what Wooll they bought to $:2r; 2. 
thoſe poor people in the town, or parts adjacent; who to 
their knowledge did work up the ſame into Cloth, or Yara : 
andifthe Wooll driver did ſe!l his wooll out of Halifax, or 
if any of the town bought to ſell again, uawrought, into 
yarn, or cloth, every ſuch Offender did forfeit their double 
value of the wooll , ſo ſold, or uttered, the ore half to the 
King, and the 0:her half co the Proſecutor, and the Juſtices ,,,, . ., 
ofthe Peace , in their Seſſions , were to determine the ſame. , ca, ;, 
Many ſorts of wares and Merchandiſes were prohibited ro 
be brought into the Realm, ready wrought , which were 
wroughtand made by Hand-crafts-men. 

Thar all torreign Bone lace, cuttings, Embroydery, French ,, , ,, 
Bandſtrings , buttons, needie-work, &c. we.e prohibitel to,,, 1, 
be broughr into this Realm. 

Nonelhall export any ſheep, or wooll, wooll felles , Mar:- 
lings, Yarn, Fullers car.h, Fulling clay, nor carry , load, nor ©! **- 
convey the ſame to be tranſported , upon ſeveral penalties, ** [9 WY 
as well upon the oners of the lheep, as the perſons that thall 
convey the lame. This Statute at largeis worth the peruling, 
and might do much good to the KingJdome, if it was duly,ob- 
ſerved, by all the Kings Subjects ; but the behaviours of our 
people in England, are not as they were in form?r times, for 
thena Law was no ſooner made, but al} men took immediate 
notice of it, and did willingly yiel1their obedience thereto 
bu: the people have been ſo accuſtomed to the breach of Law, 
and Rebellion, that in reaſon, it cannat ſuddenly be forgotten, 
and detifted from , by many people, for men no adayes are 
grown ſo Critically wiſe to do evil, that let the King, with 
the advice ofthe Lords an1 Commons, make uſe of their beſt 
diſcretion, and judgemen's, in framing Laws for the publique 
good, and wording them accordingto the moſt proper ſence, 
by them intended, yet ſome ordinary fellow, that-hath ſtore 
of confitence, anda little money, (and that ir may be gained 
by Cheating too,) one way or another will fnd 2 hole in 
them, to tranſgreſs tlioſe Lawes, andif they are called in 
| E queſt.on, 
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queſtion, then they have tricks and evil devices, enough to 
rorment thoſe that do faichfully diſcharge their Oathes , and 
Conſciences for the publique good.,, as Imy ſelf can ſpeak 
ſufficiencly., concerning this and ſuch. like cafes, by my ſad 
experience. | 

It was.made Fellony for any Engliſh , Wellh or Iriſh, to. 
tranſport Wooll , wooll felles, Leather , Lead, &c, anda ſe- 
cond clauſe in the laſt At was, that no Engliſh , Wellh , or. 
Iriſh-man ſhall:ranfportany of tie faid commodities, in any 
ftrangers name, or keep aſervant beyond the Seas, to ſurvey 
the faletherecf, or to receii e money therefore ; a third claule 


in the ſaid At was, that there ſhould be no exchange of wares\ 


for Merchandile of the Staple, but Gold or Silver, or Engliſh, 
Welch or Iriſh Merchandiſe , neither ſhall any Merchant. 
make any confederacy, in fraud or deceipt ro this Ordinance, 
upon tle paines aforeſaid. A fourth Clauſe in the ſaid At 
was, that it ſhould be Jawful for every man to carry his own 
Wooll, Wooll felles, Leather or Lead , to the Staple, war- 
ranting the packing ofthis Wooll. 

Merchants were prohibired the exporting the money, 
which they. received in England ,tor their Merchandiſe, and 
goods imported, but they were to lay out their money again, 
upon ſome of the Merchandiſe of this Realm, except their 
reaſonable Expences. " 

All Merchants ſtrangers, were enjoyned to lay. out their 
Money, they received for their Merchandiſe imported into- 
this Realm again, in ſome Merchandiſe of this. Realm., and 
to prove the laying of their money ſo out , and by whem us 
was ſo-layd out, betore the Officers ofthe Port, where it was 
ſo diſpofed of, or laid out , upon the penalty of forfeiting all 
his goods found within the Realm, and to ſuffer a years Im- 
priſonment, 7 $1 ; 

All Merchants ſtrangers were bound to give ſecurity , to 
the King's Cuſtomer and Controller, to imploy their money 
upon the commodities of this Realm, their reaſonable coſts 
excepted, and Italian Merchants were. to fell their _ 

| where 
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where they didlandchemin groſs, and ot by retail , andrheit $14t.7: Fic. 
money ſ@ received, ro-be laid out again it che Realm, within ***?'©-f 
- the \ſpaceof eight monerhs..'. © - © 
. Theſe and ſuch like Statutes and Lawes might do very 

much good, to encreaſe the Tradeing of rhe kingdome, if they 
were enquired into, and revived with ſuch addition as might 
be neceflary,, for.now 'we ſend a!l -dur motiey - our of the 
Kingdome., and yeand: but ſmall quantities of- our Manufa- 
ures, bur-onely our native commodities , which-are prohi- 
bired, which quice ruines our Trade. 

It thall be Fellony for any that (half tranſport any Sheep, _ 
Wooll, wooll fells, martiings, horlings, yarn made of wooll,g*., = 
wooll flocks, fullers earth, fufling clay , Tobacco-pipe clay, 
ec. this A&I do beleive ifnot fepealed, will do mnch inju- 
ry now adaies, althongh it was intended for pubfique go0J, 
for I fear it wil] hinder many people from diſcovering the 
Offenders, and breakers ofthe Law, though they were ſure 
to have never ſo great areward for it , for many men will be 
very cautelous, how they touch the life of a man _, though 
they do deſerve death, morea thouſand times than the Theit 
that robs on the High-way, for a Theif- doth but take away 
part. of a particular mans Eftate, but thefe wretches that 
tranſgreſs the Kings Laws in tranſporting Wooll, &c. to for- 
reigners, deſtroy as michas in them lyes , the happineſs of a 
whole Kingdome , and ate the procuring cauſes and Inſtru- 
ments, to bring many thouſands to great miſeries and 1an- 
guiſhing deaths. 6s CN Ns 
' There were many good Laws made, for the ſerling the Au- 
lingers Office, and preventing frauds and deceipts in work, in 
all- ſorrs of Drapery; both-old ati new, which are 100' cedi- 
ous to recite, though many of thetn'be very neceſſary ts be 
obſerved, for the'credit and reputation of our Manufa@ure, 
but I ſhall only ſetfotth, wheteitey are to befound , and re- 
fer the ingenious, and judiciai , ro the peruſal of the Statutes 
themſelves, which are the Sratutes concerning Wooll and 
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clothing. 25.0f Eaw. 3. Cap.4.' 27. Ed.3. Stat, 4+. 50.Ed. 
3. Stat. 7.and 8, 3, Ric.2-Cap. 2-Stat,7. Ric, 29. 13. R1, 
2, Stat. 10. 13. Ric. 2. Stat, 11- 17+ Ric. 2. Stats 2, and 13, 
I3 Hen. 4. Stat. 24. of Hen, 4. Stat. 2, 11 Hen. 4, Stat. G6. 
11 Hen. 6. Stat. 9. 4 Ed. 4+ Stat. 1- 7 Edw. 4. Stat. 2. 
17 Eaw. 4. Stat. ?« 7 Eaw. 4. Stat.y. 1 Rich. 3. Stat. 3, 
and 4. 3 Hen,7.Stat. 7. and7t. 3 Hen, 8. Stat, 7. and 8, 
5 Hen. 2, Stat. 8. 1 Hen. 8. Stat. 11, G6 Hen. &. Stat. g, 
25 Hen. 8. Stat. 18. '27 Hen. 8. Stat. 11, 6 Hen, 8. Stat. 
9. 25 Hen.P. Stat. 18. 27 Hen. 8. axd Stat. 13. 33 He. 
8. Stat. 3, 33 Hen. $. Stat. 19, 4 Eliz. 6. Stat. and 2. 
and 5. 3 Phil. and Mary 11.4 and 5 Stat. 3 Phit. and 2M. 
Stat. 4 and 5. 5 Phil. aud Mary Stat, 5. ana8.. 7 Eliz. 
Stat.12. 33 Eliz. Stat, g. 27 Eliz. Stat. 18. 39Eliz, Stats 
Ii. 29 Elix, Stat, 20. 

Cards for Wooll, were probibited to be brought out of 
other Countries into England or Wales; none wete to tran- 
ſport ſheep beyond Sea, without the King's Licence, ttere 
was a limitation upon keeping Sheep , and an appointment 
how many ſheep each man fhould keep, upon the penalty of 3 
Shill. 4 pence ,' for every ſheep more than his number. | 

And if it beas the Company of Silk-Weavers, and Ribbon- 
weavers ſay, (as doubtleſs it is,) there are an hundred thou- 
ſan4 people ſmall and great , that depends upon that trade in 
and about the City of Londox, then how many may be ſup- 
roſed rationally to be inthe whole Kingdom, that have their 
dependance on the trade ot clothing, inthe old and new Dra- 
pery,and other Tredes, which have a dependence upon, or 
relation unto the Trade of Clothing, and which know not 
how to earn @ penny any other way, lince that trade is ina 
great meaſure loſt, and leſt off ; but theſe poor people live 
idly, and goa begging for their bread , among which al{oare 
many children from 8. years. of age to 15. which can very 
well get a living about the trade of clothing, for that they can 
ſort Wooll, mixit, Spole , Quil, Pick Teaſels , prick Card- 
wiers, &c, and which in the time of good Inn 

nt- 
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ſtantly earn eigt.teen pence, twenty fence or two ſhillings a 
week, but row very few of them, haie any imployment as 
aforeſaid , and if I ould ſuppoſe bur a Million of ſuch-poor 


people , througt:out the Kingdome , which ſhould every one L975 Ly the 
ger bis eighteen pencea week, it would amountto, Thiee 5,79" 70 


Millions nir.e bund1ed thcuſard pourds ina year, which is,, 
fo much clear loſs to ihe Kingdc me , belides I know that there 
ate many hurdred thouſands more of ſuch people , which 
live idly, and get nothing. Since weave left off ſo much of 
the Clothing trade in England, as hath been alrezdy intima- 
ted , the evil effets and conſequents thereof, I humbly delire 
to leave and commir to the corlidetation of thoſe that are 
more judicious inthe Political affairs of the Common-wealth, 
to have ſuitable Remedies, as10 their grave wiſdeme and Pru- 
dence might ſcem to be meet and neceſſary , I endeavouring 
only to bea layer open of the ſore, and reter to the skilful 
Chyrurgeon for a healing Plaiſter. 

And if our Parliament men, and Miniſters of State ſhould 
take into their ſerious conſideration , the great troubles , that 
are multiplyed upon thoſe tt-at endeayour faithfully to pro- 


ſecure the execution ofthe King's Laws, agairſt the Cfen- 7 ws robe 
ders, cheifly intending thereby, a future prevention of thei; Proſicnted, 


fraudulent dealings and threatning preCtices, ) and would 
give incouragement to ſnch publique ſpirited men, by ſome 
eſpecial care taken, for the preſervation of their Credits ard 
Reputations, and their perſons from troubleſome Arreſts, 
and yexatious Suits and moleſtations, which the Delinquents 
do mukiply againſt them , by falſe and feigned Acticns, and 
thoſe coloured over wuh very ſpectous pretences, but the 
truth and reality of their intentions and deligns 1s , ro ruine ard 
deftroy the Reputations, Eſtatesand Families of ſuch as ſhall 
diſcover them, or appear againſt them. This I fay (zz. 
the countenancing and encouraging of all faithful Officers 
and others, ) would finke a kind of terrour to theſe trant- 
reſſors, ( Smugglers and others,) that do deceive his ay 4 
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Ry-of his due Cuſtomes, and be a great means to keep them 


in. awe, and good order, and encourage all menio be ready to 
diſcover fuch Offenders, as they nigh. any way find them 
out by their opportunities , being abroad early aud late z and 
road(d to this, that there ſhould be very ſevere Proſecutions 
againſt ſuch Uffenders, and let them be abated nothing o! the 
Juſtice of rhe Law, which is.in ſuch caſes pro. ided , and eſta- 
bliſhed throughout the Nation : for now it is a ſufficient 
crime, (as the caſe of late hath tood)ro be by ſuch branded 
with the ignomy of an Informer , or an Informing knave, 


though he diſcover nothing, but what doth immediately con- 


cern the King's Intereſt and p:1blique good. And by theſe 
Smugglers and their Companioas, he thall be reputed and faid 
to be, a troubleſome fellow, an evil nei - hbeur, a difturber of 
the Peace among friends , &c, becgule he doth faithful ſer- 
vice, according to his Duty, Confcience, and Office , in la- 
bouring to prevent their Frauds , and abuſes , as frequently 
by them practiſed as they.can. Andit ſuch Officers in the 
Cuſtomes, Atturneys and Clerks, which do connive or com- 


ply with ſuch Offenders, were removed from their Places, 


and Offices, and ſeverely puniſhed, the publique good would 
be much preſerved, Trading greatly advanced, and thereby 
Genilemens Eſtates largely augmented, in their yearly value 
of Rents. 

I ſhall now give a brief deſcription of ſeveral Springs , that 
fill our Kingdome wich Prohibited goods, and of ſeveral 
Leaks, that empty the Kingdome of other ſorts of our goods, 
which are prohibiced ro be Exported ont of the Nation :: As 
our Wooll, and Fullers Earth, formerly ſpoke to, whichare 
by ſtealth carryed out of the Kingdome, to the great damage 
and prejudice of the Nation, andmany Forreign Prohibired 
goods, are broughtiin among'us, to the great injury, and un- 
doing of many Tradeſmen ; as Silk and Ribbon Weavers, and 
other Arcificers in and about Loxdor, and feveral parts of 
the Kingdome, which occaſions the. grear decay and loſs of 
our own ManufaRure, with the leſs of the imployment of the 
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' Poor , to the ruine of many thouſands, 'of men women aad: 
children, that have had their dependance , cheifly , if not on- 
ly, on thoſe Merchandiſes , which are dayly Imported from 
France, Flanders, ard other. Sca-ports, ſecretly into this our 
Kingdome.. 

There are many of our Sea-Port Towns, and ſeveral Crecks, 
and holes along tl.e South-ſhore of England , betides Dover, 
Rumney Fairlee, Haſtings, Foleſten, Rye, Breahempſton , 
©c. where theſe things are practiſed ; and inceed inthe Sum- 
mer time, when it is fair weather, goods may be Landed on 
the Shoar , and Shipped off from the Shoar, on Veſlels ail a- 
long the Coaſt, almoſt from Dever to the Lands end, in 
Cornwal , and many times there are both brought aſhore, and w01! <1:jp-. 
carried off ſuck Goods as are Prohibited both wayes,, both ? 4 #f. 
for coming into the Land , and carrying our ofthe Land, and 
this done in a fair night, and the goods brought in , lye ſhel- 
tred in Countreymens-houſes, which can hide and ſecure them 
till there be a convenient opportunity to Ciſpoſe otherwiſe of 
them with ſafety, and theſe Countreymen help them to Hor- 
fes, to carry them to Loxdor or other Markets, 

Neither do I here mention any thing of the North-Coaſt, 
becauſe I have hitherto been altogether unacquainted with 
thoſe parts, although I have reaſon to beleive, hat the ſame 
Smuggling Trade is alſo practiſed in thoſe quartets, for their 
Coaſt lying over againſt F/ollard, doubtiels the people there 
are as ready to comply privately , in forbidden tradeirg with 
the Dutch, as along the Souch-Coaſt, they are with he 
French , notwithſtanding there is ſufficient Provition made, 
in our Lawesagainft ſuch liniſter and evil PraFtices ; But a-- 
bout Kezt and Snſſex , are woſt frequently imported Prohi- 
bited goods from France and Flanders, and they are gocds. 
of ſuch value, that aſingle Horſeman ray . arry five, or ſix 
hundred peunds worth about lim, and yer it ſhall hardly, be 
known that he hath any thing with him.. 

Now if theſe things were well conſidered , what quantities: 
of goods are privately impozted , and ſo as that they _ 
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Char han dome diſcovered , with what alſo comes into the River of 


Rrvrr, 


Aedway. (alias Chatham ) which lies about twenty ſeven 


miles from London , by Land ; and the moſt convenient River 


in England, (I beleive) t5Land goods privately: it would 
ealily appear , what loſs it is to his Majelty in perticular, in 
his Cultomes, which by theſe and ſuch like Pratiesare ſtol- 


len, and in general to the Trade of the whole Kingdome. 


It is alſo well known, that thoſe which ſteal the Duties of 
the King's Cuſtomes, and do Import and Export Prehibited 
Goods and Commoiities, are none of the meaneſt perſons 
in the places where they dwell, but ſuch who oftentimes 
have great intereſt with the Magiſtrates about thoſe places , 
and ſeeing they get their money ſo ealily , by not paying the 
Kings due Cuſtome for their goods, as honeſt Merchants do, 
and being Purſe-proud , do not value what they ſpend, to in- 


S»veg.;s gratiate themſelves into the favour of ſucks Gentlemen , as 
ihe ma; y have authority as aforeſaid ; and then make it their bulineſs 


friends, 
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by the aſliſtance of ſuch Magiſtrates, and their countenance, 
co deſtroy all ſuch as ſhall diſcover their fraudulent dealings, 
or clce by ſorze ſmall Bribes to ſtop their mouths, that ſo theſe 
Cheats way avoid the penalty of the Law, and prevent o:hers 
from the future from diſcovering their doings. 

The King's Cuſtome houſes , ought to be ſo many locks 
and Keys to the Kingdome, to let what is warrantable and 
lawful to come in, and to keep out what 1s forbidden its en- 
trance, and to prevent the great abuſes that are ſo frequently 
complained, of, beth in the Exportation of our Prohibited 
s001s, and the Importation of Forreign goods forbiiden by 
Law ; andif the Officers were but as vigilant and faithful as 
they ought co be, they might eaſily and readily prevent theſe 
enormities with their care and diligence , which are ſo dayly 
praQiſed, | 

But it js too well known, how remiſs and careleſs the 
Officers are, and negle&ful of rheir duties in many of the 
on-Po:ts eſpecially , that it is athing very uſual with Smug- 
glersto get blank Certificates , with the Seal of the _— 

zoule , 
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houſe ; to take up their Bonds thar are given for the true de- 
livery of their goods at ſome other Port in England , and _— 
moreover there is a great cheat in the ſhifiing Maſters of j£ of the X 
fuch Veſſels, as take in ſuch goods, they will oftentimes ex- .(e, 
change the Maſter , before he goes out ofthe Liberty of che 
Port , where the goods were Shipped ; and yer if all theſe 
things fail , and their coaſt Bonds come to be forfeited and 
put into Suit, it is not to be expreſt, the delayes, ſhifts and de- 
ceitful tricks that are practiſed by ſome underſherifts and 
their Deputies, in their returns, and in the Execution of the 
Law , which ought to bedone both wiih ſpeed and juſtice, 
but both theſe are by ſuch perſons omitted, and theſe kind 
of doings do highly incourage theſe offenders, in their finful 
practices. £ . 
I have alſo obſerved that the Farming the King's Cuſtomes Farming 
hath been an occaſion of great prejudice to the trade of the he K1-e's 
| Kingdome , and the publique good ; for when the weal and ©#Fomcs. 
good of the whole Nation, comes in competition with the . 
preſent profit of the Farmers, they are apt to reſolve the que- |!" '2 
ſion for their own advantage , permitting Prohibited goods rattugy, 6 
.to be Landed , ſo long as the dye Cuftomes, for them come 
into their Coffers , and the under-Officers , knowing wu hat 
the Farmers their Maſters do, are very apt to learn the trade, 
to let paſs our goods out of the Land that are allo prohibi- 
ted : and thoſe Smuggling Merchants that deal in ſuch kind 
of wares, can ealily tind out the blind {ide of ſuch Officers, 
& that will be b1ibed, te wink at ſuch their deceift] praQtifes, - 
ſuch an unfaichful Officer ſhall be highi'y comme ded among 
theſe theeviſh Merchants ſor a brave fellow, one that knows 
his bulineſs , and for a very civil perſon, that will do a Mer- 
chant a kindneſs upon occaſion. Thus evil 5s calied good , 
and good is ſtiled evil, as aid before; thoſe Officers that S117225 70 
are faithful co King and Countrey , are called Knaves, Trou- EE IG 
bleſome fellowes, evil: Neighbours, cc. theſe the honeſt boy 
g00d men *&c, Good Lord! whata paſs are we come toin* 


this Nation ? people account it no tin to ſteal from the King , : 
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and now adaies thoſe that praQtice ſuch things have changed 
the terme, it is not (by them) called ſtealing Cuſtome, bun ſa- 
ving cuſtome, for my part I am of the opinion, that he that 
ſteals Cuſtome fromthe King to the value of twenty ſhillings, 
deſerves to be puniſhed as well as he that ſteals ſo much from 
any other man, For asSI hearda Scholler oncea reaſoning, 
either it is this or that, &c.ſo I ſay here, either Cuſtome is 
the Kings due, or it is not , but no man dares be ſo 1npndent 
a; in words to deny it , but they muſt needs acknowledge it a 
trurh; thatit is his due, and if ſo, why then do they not give 
to Ceſar the things that are his, according to the Commande- 
ment of our Saviour, and the Commandement of the King, 
and Parliament , it being eſtabliſhed by Law, and corftituted . 
for the publique good, and the general advancement of the 
Trade of the Nation , and ſuch Officers as will not comply 
with theſe ſort of people to cheat the King, are called Fooles, 
men that do not know their buſineſs, but if another had chat 
Office, he would make ſomething of it, &c. but fuch men 
minding the faithful and conſcionable diſcharge of their duty 
ro God, to the King and Kingdome, with the bleſling of God 
live better, and do a thouſand times more gocd than others, 
and may be principal Inftruments te make the Kingdome hap- 

py and flouriſhing. 
I have had diſcourſe with ſome perſons who have had the 
thoughts of getting a Pattent , to put the Laws into Executi- 
I. that are againſt the Tranſportation of Wooll, and other 
ecinft * Prohibited commodities ; bur I can hardly think they would 
Tranſport- Þe careful and diligent in that imployment, except they 
ag Wool! ſhould reap a conſiderable profit for rheir labour , how 
ſhould they expe& to ballance their expence. I refer tothe 
do more. cenſure of the judicious , except it be by connivigg at, (or 
_ 'b% compounding with) the Offenders; ſo that by ſuch a delign 
St  asthis, the tranſgreſſors may be encouraged to fin more, 
and more + for if ſuch Patentees ſhould too much diſcourage 
that fort of people, that carry off the Wooll, &c. to other 
Nations, ( whoare the only men that. muſt bring _ to 
their 


ne 
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their Mill )-it would be as ridiculous 2 thing ; as for Law 
yers to perſwade people to peice, and by that means loſt 
their Practice, and it is generally beleived, that there would 
be more Prohibited goods tranſported then , than what have 


been before, ifthe care for the putting the Lawes into Exe- - 


cution , were once committed to Pattentees , for as in other 
caſes of the ſame nature, the love of Money is ſo natural , and 
money ſo much hunted afcer , that it may be acquired, that 
the minding of putting the Lawes into Execution , and men 
doing faithfully and uprightly their duty , is not a thing now 
a dayesat all regarded, or taken into conlide:ation as it ought 
ro be. . 

But I hope that his Majeſty with all the Peers of the Realm, 
and all others, are made in ſome good meaſure ſenlible of the 
Sreat concernement of Trade, and the ſad effe&ts and conle- 
quents of exporting our Wooll, Fullers earth, &c. as alſo 
of the idleneſs of our poor people, occalioned by the loſs of 
forreign Markets, for our woollen ManufaQtures ; that think 
tis high time for all Loyal Subjects, to give their utmoſt aſ- 
ſiſtance to diſcover all Offenders, and make them manifeft in 
their kind , and for all Superiors to give their juſt aſliſtance 
that the Lawes may be put into a ſpeedy and ſevere executi- 
on againſt all Delinquents as ſoon as made vilible. 

In the dayes of King Edward the third (formerly ſpoken 
of ) and lince, to the times of our late nahappy cont. tions, 
the Trade of Clothing made the Kingdome flouriſh tor ma- 
ny years together, and doubtleſs would do ſo again , if our 
Lawes wer but put into Execution, and every one were 
obliged to diſcover , and make manifeſt the Tranſgreſſors, 


For this 1s not a bulineſs for two or three men to do, ler them 


imploy themſelves witch all endeavours imaginable, but rhe 
eyes of all men muſt be about this matrer,, tending to ſuch a 
Reformation; and the Courts of Judicarure muſt be expe- 
ditions and ſevere in the adminiftrar-on of Juſtice againſt ſuch 
Offenders, when nance convicted, and let not one of them 
be ſpared, who deſerye to be puniſhed without mercy: be- 
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cauſe for a little private advantage , they do their atmoſt to 
bring ruine on the whole kingdome:: I could alſo. declare 0- 
ther things that might be very afliftant :ro the increaſe of 
Trade ,and the proſperity of the Kingdome , which is not fo 
convenient ro be made publique, before it be. debated among 
the Clothiers and Tradelmen. = 

Lt hath pleaſed his Majeſty to plant ſuch Commulioners 
now , for the management of his, Cultomes,, that it is hoped 
they will do much good , eſpecially in the regulation of the 
Qut- Ports , concerning thoſe notorious evil practiſes, which 
have been continually done among, them , and for the en- 
couraging of thoſe Officers that ate honelt and faitbful , if 
they thould be troubled at any tume, or be any wayes dam- 
nified about lawful ſeizures, by reaſon of Actions brought 
againſt them, that they ſhall be releived by the Commillio- 
ners , and the charges that may ariſe in ſuch caſes at the Law, 
to be born by the common ſtock, 


Concerning I could ſay ſomething for the Staplers , though not much, 
S:zplers,, becauſe I cannor find by our Lawes , that any ſuch people 
Lucie 1, were in thoſe dayes, when the Trade and ManutaQure of 


Wooll was firſt brought into England; and yet Wooll was 
ſent'to the Staples, and all the ManufaQurers; thereof , had 
thoſe ſorts that ſuited beſt for their trade, and we got and 
kept the whole trade of our Enghiſh wooll , and of other 
Coun:ries to our ſelves, in this Kingdome, and had the come- 
ward of the forreign Markets, which was the occaſion -of the 
firſt ſerling all thoſe Companies, as hath been formerly and 
briefly ſet forth ; and I doubt not , but that thoſe Staplers will 
ſet a gloſs upon. their bulineſs, and without queſtion their 
money doth ſpeak much for them, lying for the moſt part in 
andabout Lozden, ſo. neartothe Fountain of the Lawes ; yer 
Ido verily beleive thoſe people have much to anſwer for , as 
to the xruige of many poor people, occalioned by their Ex- 
portation of Weoll beyond Sea, by which evil practice, the 
Trade of the kingdome is-in a great meaſure loſt, as hath 
been ſet forth already ſomething largely ; by reaſon. where- 
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of. many of our poor people in the: kingdome are ready to 
perith for want of Bread , notwithſtanding .the ;grear- plen- 
ty in the Land, and this is becauſe they want work. | 

I thould loſe time further to complain , ſeeing a!l people 
are experimentally ſenlible of the loſs and decay of Trade, 
to che(great diſadvantage of the Nobility, and Gentry, in 
the Land , asSallo tothe great, detriment of the, Farmer , and 
Merchant, although, indeed the Poor are. moſt pinchingly 
ſenlible hereof, throughout the King's. Dominions, and hence 
ariſeth the want of Money, (the thing by all men complained 
of) andthe fall of Rents occalioned thereby. | 

I ſhall now proceed by way of Query, to propound and 
inſinuace ſomething, that may tend rowards a remedy, for 
theſe Ma'adies, formerly complain of, and to be a reſtorg- 
tiveto our decaying Trade, and tg help it to life again; for 
as Phylitians having found oat the cauſe of the Diſtemper, 
know the readier how to apply what is ſurable , in order to - 
the Cure, . So here having I hope diſcovered the, cau{es, 
and occaſions. of our loſe of Trade ,, ſhall take the boldneis tp 
give in. tacitly my adyice, moſt hymbly, begging pardon for 
{uch a preſumption , and 1n all ſubmiſſion, preſencing my con; - 
ceptions to better judgements. | 


(7 Hoter it would nor be convenient to Fave a Com- 
V mitttee of Clothiers , ſome. of, the principal of all 
Counties, with Merchants: of theſeyeraj; Cities, and jome 0- 
ther Tradeſmen, and Artificers, to. beappointed.; whoſe other 
weighty affairs might not obſtuR_ this great defign of re- 
viving and advancing our Trade, to its-fo:mer height, and 
luſter, and thai ſome of thoſe Gent!:men iir ata certain known 
place , asiheir occalions may permit , ſothat ſome of them 
may be ready at all times, to receiye Petitions, or Projecti- 
ons from workmen, which may any way tend to the encreafe 
and encouragement of Trade, and for ſuch Committees, to 
prepare and digeſt the ſame ,. intoſuch a Method and form, 
as might occaſion the ProduRion of ſuch further Lawes (it. 
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fs thought necefſary) for the future ; as might reſtore and 
advance the Clothing Trade, and the well making of Cloth, 
and all ſorts of goes, boih inthe old and new Drapery; and 
the reRitying ſuch abuſes among all other Tradetmen , that 
are any way imployed avout the faid Draperies, 

Whether all chole Laws againft Exportation, and Impor- 
tation of Protibired goods, and for the punithment of un- 
faithful Officers of the Cuſtomes, and others intruſted that do 
condive at ſuch abuſes (tothe King and Kingdome) and neg- 
Ie&tthe faithful performance of their duty , ought.nor to be 
put into effectual Execution, and whether all other Lawes, 
rending to'the iame matter, or bave any relation to theſe 
things, ought not once in a moneth , upon the market_day to 
be publiquely read anddeclared , efpecially inthe Sea-Port 
townes', round about the Land, that by this means all the 
common people , who have the beſt and greateſt opportuni- 
ties for diſcovering Offenders, might know the Law, and fo 
conſequently know how, and wherein to do the King and 
Countrey ſervice , ſuch as might be very acceptableto them, 
and ſhould not be unprofitable to themſelves, if they would 
be careful and diligent ro watch and look ont, 

Whether all people ought not to be encouraged , that ſhall 
diſcover ſuch as Tranſport Prohibited goods, either into the 
Kingdome or our of it, and that care ſhould be taken for 
chem in avery ſpecial manner , that they might be prote&t:d 
from vexacious Suits, and Troubles, which are ufually 
brought upon them chart do diſcover ſuch tranſgrefſors , thar 
fo others may be terrified from ſuch like diſcoveries, all- 
though therein, by making known ſuch Smugglers . that 
they may receive the juſtice of the Law, they do the King 
and Kingdome the higheſt ſervice that may be; and that care 
may be taken how their Credits, Families and Fortunes may 


be preſerved againſt the malice of fuch Miſcreants, whoſe 


common preice is to multiply troubles on all ſuch as do 
any way moleſt rhem in their unjuſt deiignes. ; 
Whether the evil preſidents, on ſome faithful Officers (be- 


ing 
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Ing vexed and moleſted by theſe Smugglers and their Adhz- 
rents) for doing their duty and being juſt iatheir places , for 
the publique good both of King and Kingdome, may not give 
occation to many other Officers, tatake Bribes, and com- 
ply with thoſe Smugglers to cheat bis - Majeſty of his due 
Cuftomes, rather than to run the hazard of ſuch moleſtati- 
ORs, to the utter ruine of themſelves and Families. 

Whether it may not be neceflary. te put thoſe Laws into Auere 5. 
Execution , that appointed Staples on purpoſe co ſelk Wool 
at, and that none ſhould be bought, ſold, or bargained for 
but in the publique Market, by the Clothiers, or the Manu- 
facurers therof, or ſhould be carryed too or from, any place 
or lodged near the warer-lide , under any pretence whatſoe- 
ver, without the Licences of, ſome Officers , appointed on 
purpoſe, except only inthe day-time, by publique and open. 
carriages from the place of its growth, to the publique Mar- 
ker, fo that all thoſe which ſhall carry Wooll concealed, and 
others who with force of armed men in the night, rranſpor: 
It to the water (ide, in order to their private Shipping it off , 
with as much obſcurity as they can, might be. diſcovered by 
fome: honeſt Shepherds, Husbandmen, Porters, or. Water- 
men , whole occaſions callthem to be abroad both early and 
late, and ſo they have more convenient opportunities to find 
out ſuch evildoers, tban other people have ; and that ſuch as 
do give in Information of ſuch tranſgreſſors , thall be Pro- 
tected and well rewarded. q EE 

Whether the wilful tran{greſlion of the Laws of the Land, 
made & ſerted by the king, Lords & Commons.in Parliament, 
& continued in, & obſtinately praiſed; be not-the ready if nor 
the only Introduction to Rebellion, when ſuch evil doers , as 
have been formerly ſpoke of, do-make it their utmoſt endea- 
your, to deſtroy the publique for a- It]e private advantage , 
as hath been already ſo much complained of; having no re- 
ſpe& tothe Laws cfthe Land , that Prohibir ſuch evil pra- 
ices astheirs , and whether this be not a high contempt of 
the Authority aforeſaid, that EnaRted thoſe good _ 

Wrhetier 


Quzies, 


- Duere 7 


Quere 8. 


( 48 ) 

- Whether it 'would not forward the great work ofreyi- 
ring our Tjade, and' prevent thoſe abuſes complained of, it 
an Offiie was appoimedinevery:Gounty ,tobe kept by ſome 
honeſt upright men, who have a clear reſpe& tothe pub- 
liquego09d, ani advancing the Nanonal Trade, that might re- 
ceive all Informations of fuch abuſes , and tranſgreſiions of 
the Laws of the Land, in the caſe before mentioned, from 
any people that ſhould: be'the diſcoverers of the ſame , 'and 
rhar ſuch Officers may have power to examine Witneſs up« 
on Oath, and if there be tound a real guilr, inthe Acculed per- 
fori or perſons, that ſuch Officer (hall give co ſuch diſcoverer, 
of his or their good ſervice, and the matter to be Proſecu- 
ted at Law by -a' publique charge ; and the perſons, though 
never fo mean, "that have given' the Informations, ſhould be 
aſſured to- receive his reward , by vertue of tus Certificate, 
withour-arly manner of.rrouble or charge ro himſelf, as ſoon 
as the Suit thall be determined; all which wouid be carry- 
ed on with much eaſe, and beaccomplithed in a ſhort time if 
ſuch an Officer as did Proſecute for the King bad the counte- 
nance of the Courts of Judicatureas they. oughtto have, and 
the Cities and Countries made througily ſenſible, that this 
matter is of ſo great 'concernment to the publique good , ſo 
thatall Smugglers might beſo much diſcountenanced, by all 
people both high and low , thar none ſhould dare to preſume 
rotranfgreſs the King's Laws, or for the future, endeavour a 
publique deftruction to the Kingdome, tor their private and 
perticuler advantage. - F517 
-- Whether it may not be judged to be more convenient , up- 
on the diſcovery of ſuch Offenders, to Profecute them in the 
King's Court of Exchequer, rather than in any Countrey 
Co-rt adjacent, where ſuci Fat was committed ; or whe.e 
the Offender dwells, leaſt- there ſhould be ſome ſpecial .cor- 
reſpondence held thereabouts, or intereſt more readily wa ic 
in ſuca Courts. | | | 


q 


Q4? 9+... Incaſe ay publique Officer ſhould be ſurprized, by the 


ſubtii contrivanceof ſuch Smugglers, with their Atturnies anl 
Clerks, 


Clerks, (who frequently viſe foul pra@ices-alſo,) and: that 
ſuch Officer ſhalt be put to great Charpes;; poſlibly: beyond- 
his Ability , before” he can'obtain releif' according to /the 
rules of the Law: whether it would” not be'convenient 'that- 
ſuck: Rules ſhould be made and pradiced in all Courts of 
Jedicature, that ſuch publique Officers for-the King, ſhould 
not'be expoſed ro ſo great chargts , by ARions brought a-' 

inſt them ;-meerly'our of malice ; which are done pprely 

out of delign tocerrify ſuch Officers, (and to'prevent ifpoſti- 
ble, for the furnre , the due and faichtul Execation of theic 
ſaid Office in ſuch caſes , wherein the Kingdomes good is ſo 
much concerned, nd that a place was appointed where they 
might be ſpecdily-heard without tedious attendance. - + 

-- Whether any Officer that formerly did, or now doth be- Quere.20; 
long tothe Cuftomes, or was any wayes intruſted in his Ma- : 
jeſties Service, who hath proyed unjuſt, and unfaithful inhis 
Office, either by comniving at ſuch Smugglers, or complying 
with them, or neglieAng (upon complaint made to him) to 
bring'them te condigne- puniſhment, according to the Juſtice 
of the:Law, ought ever t6 beintruſted in any publique los- 
ploytnent for the future. fo fo» 
- Whether by our Laws, any Under Sheriff onght to con- | 
tinuein his Office, more than one year , or ts-aR as. Ulnder- W#'* '!- 
Sheriff upon any Pretence whatſoever; conlidering they have 
ſach opportunities, to be-prejudicial to any'perſon, accor- 
dng'ro their Intereſts; acidinclinations ; and they” may delay 
and vex one party, arid irthe mean time unjuſtly -incourage, 
ani{-keighten' the other; -and-rhis: is ſucks a thing as often 
proves very prejidicial ro His Majeſties Aﬀairs:in the Pro- 
ſecution of ſuch laformations, as-may be brought, touching 
the-abuſes here mentioned. EE , Ip 
!*\1Whethev choke Officers; tharute-iniCommiſtion' or Im- 7, 
ployaxar,[rHat 2do: joyn with, or countenante'ſuch as:4do >? 
— Kiog's Laws;and make ir:cheir bulinefs ro de- 
£31271 © 
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(50) 
chat juſtice againſt the Del that ſa do, qughr goy 
do that juſtice again the D + ry <0 PoBr90s 


” 


tro be Diſplaced, and ſome way ſeverely Puniſhed 7 / 


vere 13, - Whetherxhoſe Jurors that wilkgive up-their Verdi&&con- 


- 


trary te Law,and Evidence , ought not to be forced' to give 
ſatisfaRion to the+parry ſo greived,. and injured; or to be 
made to ſuffer one way oranother,as examples in ſuch caſes, 
without ary tedivus troubleto the parry; greived , as, may. bg 
judged. requiſite, 'and reaſenable;; foras ous; Laws ;flandin 
that caſe, it is almoſt impoſlible v0.punith @ Jury that dou 

offend; and a&t contrary to Law; for it'is too nwuch berome 
the cyſtome of many Juries, to-aR ro the dammage of one 
perſon, out of favour and reſpe to ihe other, ſothatallpes- 
ple are ſenlible ofthe great abuſes that are-pus | upoyn;one pax- 
ty, where the Adverſary eancarry @ gredt intereſt , guber in. 
Cites or Coutitrey. Ton tf 0 cen bent get $ 


Quere 74.; Wheiher it would not be as great a renown to His Maje- 


Quere1 g.Ple- 


ſy, ifthe: Trade of Clothing was recovered to its height, 
as it was to King Edward the Third, of Famous Memory, 
by whoſe Providence, and Induſtry it was firſt brought i019 
Jngland, which bath been ſo exceedingly advaruagious te 
this Kingdome, for tmany years, and doubtleſs mighs he x2- 
vived, roas great a ſtrength as ever ; ifſuchahings were con- 
ſulicd and practiced, which might be the proper and-effe; 
tual means, conducible therennto; and the people of-the 
Kingdome brought: ro a ready; obſervation, ofthe Lawes of 
e:xLand ; which would turn to-bis Majefties gre.atdventage 
in his Cuſtomes, 8&0. and par all dis ShbzeRs 1n:gen@alintos 
capacity of paying. their Taxes willingly ; 4c cording 95 Hhis 
Maje ſhould have occaſion,: the Sptix Taadehen þer 
ing open and runhing , would bring in fupplicstoall peo+ 
SPCI:090M 9151] 251108 5003 


that al theſe Lavwynort 


Whetherie waudd tie; he nece * prog 
_ yet Repealed, relating ts ths. afice of: Trader; yer 
promiſcuoully fcatcored inthe Law-Bdoks3iabghscnor tobe 
revived, arid re-Princed in-one Volume, that: all:ciaaple 
ghc readily know thoſe Laws, and be by Authority ftri 


&. 
ly . 
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1y-commanded the obſervance ofthe ſame, wich incourage- 


ments'to the-obedient ;and puniſhments to the diſobedient,, Ui#'t :7- 


- In tafe any Laws be wanting , or are notſyll enough, a- 
gainſt :he Tranſportation of our Prohibited goods , or the 
Importation. of Forreign Prohibited goods ; as new ſorts of 
Stuffs, that may be made beyond Sea, or any thing elce , that 
s-not perticularly provided, againft, whether it may not be 
very neceſſary to have ſuchadeftec ſupplyed. 


.- Whether there ought not to-be a Statute for the regulati- Buere 16, 


enor/well making of-ſuch Stuffs , &c. which were not uſed 
in former times, that ſo all deceirs in work may be avoided, 
which if done, would doubtleſs very much advance the cre- 
dir of the Engliſh goods, and greatly further the ſale of them 
at a Forreign Market. -* 

Whether it is convenient that our Manufactures of Cloth 
and Stuffs, thould be allowed to be tranſported out of the 
Land white (or .undied ) becauſe ir is a very common pra- 
Rice of the Darch and-Errgliſh too, foro do, and then they 


Quere 18, 


Dye themand Dreſs them in: Holand, by the whichthey ſer 


many people on work, and all that jmployment is loſt ro Ex- 
gland: but this is not all, for the Dutch do ſo handle the 
matter, as that they mak our own goods more acceptable and 
ſaleable in Forreign Countries, than we uſually do, with the 
ſame ſort of goods which we Dy in Zzglard ,to the great 


-profi: and credit of the Darchabroad among frangers, and 


to the great loſs and dammage of England; belides-the dil- 
reputation by that means-to England, yea many ties the 


fame goods that were carryed oyer to Holand white, are re- 


turned tous again, when the Dutch bave Dyed them and 
dreſſed them , and then they are cteemed the-befſt Colours, 
-and therefore moſt venidle among ys. + Ot ta 

"Whether it would notbhe very conducible to the publique 
good, that thoſe perticuler Statutes. thould be pur intoeffeRa- 
al Execution, which do poſitively appoint , that all Mer- 
chants Forreigners, Tradeing into England with Commo- 
ditics of their own Countrey growth., and vending them 
| G 2 | - Here, 


, 


<uere tg, 


( 52 ) 
here, ſhould lay out their money -again.in our Engliſh Ma- 
nufaQures, and not. be: permitted-t#-carry-money our. of the 
Land, direQly nor indireRly; but lay i out in:the goods , 
and wares of England (their neceſſary expences excepied) 
according to the true-intent! and meantng of the faid Sta- 
rute. | vc | 
Whether it þe not worthy tobe taken into conſideration, 
Quere?o: concerning the fineneſs and weight of our Engliſh. Coin, a- 
- bove and beyond the Coin of our neighbouring Nations , and 
whether that be not the cauſe of its Exportation. out of the 
Land ; a broad twenty ſhillings peice of Gold, being worth 
in Frazce, Flanders , and Holland, twenty ſeven ſhillings, 
and a Crown piece of lilver worth lix ſhillings ; ſo that I ſup- 
poſe we ray ceaſe wondring , what is become of the money 
of the Kingdome,, conlidering it is ſuch profit to the: Mer- 
chant to tranſport beyond Sea, 

D Whether it would not very much increaſe Trading , and 
#1021: be Lighly advantageous to the King's Majefty , to have mo- 
ney plentiful-in the Land, and greatly benefit the Commcn-. 
Weale, if money in England was in ſome meaſure.made 
ſuralle- or equal, to the weight and fineneſs of money in 0- 
ther Lands, and whether this would not be a great means of 
bringing in money from other Lands, and then keep it inthe 
Kingdome being brought in ; by ſuch means the King would 
be ſure to havea ſpeedy ſupply on all demands, for his occafi- 
ons ;. and it is granted on all hands , that good Treaſures of 

Money are the principal Sinews of War: | 
2 ure 22, Whether we in Engiand, ought not in xeaſon, to take the 
5 ſame care, for the preſervation and advancement of our Na- 
tive Commodities, as eyery other Kingdome ard Countrey 
doth for theirs, as in Spain , the labour of the peopleisin 
their Vineyards, for the Production of Wine and Fruit ; con- 
cerning which they take great care , that they make the ut- 
moſt, and ſpend little of theſe things themſelves, that they 
may make money of them to furniſh their needs, with what 
is fatable, and many times they will not part with theſe their 
goods 


(53) 

oods,, for Barter, or Exchange far. othey: $046) but wilt 
| ready money, and at di ane 1 EL haxe beard by 
thoſe that haye traded. into thoſe party; lore 1h given to 
the Spaniards, at the Caneries. 100,peices. of. Eight, foran 
ordinary Pipe of Wine, in ready monty. which 100.Peices 
of Eight are well worth twenty two pounds Sterling, with ns, 
and likewiſe in France concerning their Wines, Salt, Bran- 
'dy> &c- what care is by. them 1aken. to make the. beft of 
.them, that, may be.,, and what vaſt quanyities of Frepch- 
Wines , Brandy, Vinegar, &c, do come oyer-into England 
ina year ; to pay for which I doubt, there goes a. great deal 
of ready money : and if ſoin other Countries, why ſhould 
net the ſame care be taken in England ,for: the adyancement 
of our Manufactures, endeayguring. thereby to, jmploy our 
Poor, and ſo to inrich the Fingrome, eſpecially, conlidering 
the far greater advantages of ſo doing, that we bave in Ez- 
gland, than any other Nation hath, as hath been already ar 
large ſer forth. Y | 

. Why ſhould the humour of our ole England ſo far Quere :;. 
engage them to an old cuftome, of burying; the dead in Lin- 
.nen., as;to. contradict and diſobey ſo good a Law.as was lately 
made by Ac of Parliament, for the. burial .of our dead in 
Woollen, doubtleſs there was reaſon enoug'then produced 
in Parliament, to ſway with the King and thoſe two Hanou- 
rable Houſes forthe, EnaQting the. ſame., and whether it be 
not as decent to.coxer the dead Corps. in Flannel , as.it is.with 
Lignen ; beſide the burial” of the dead in Flannel will great- 
ly adyance the ManufaQture of the Nation, and in. reaſon ad- 
vance the prizes ofall other Woolken wares, and this Wool- 
len Cloth is ef our own produQion, and when we bury our 
people im Linnen , that carſeth ſo much expence (for the ge- 
nerality) of the goods, of other Countries, and whether it 
ought not to be conſidered, that the Law proyided in this 


caſe, ought to be re-inforced, FEP 
Now to draw towards an end, I have met withan Ob- 
jeRion to this Treatiſe, that it may. be judged —_ 
| ecaule 


- 


_ 0 
al Books arc extantconcerning this SubjeR ; to 
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which Abt LDR noe intend ade wife. 
©! Fheugh L havereaſbnte beleive'them that told meſo," yer 
'1 do beleive thar they Reader' will find a'grear difference be- 
'4ween this. and any orher., if they. be compared together, 
and thatiri many reſpe&s. | OE OT + 
" And again I Anſwer, that the more- Complaintsare made, 
-of the Abuſes and a Loſſes to the Kingdome, fo-much 
the more otight all gbod men to' enquire mto' the truth of 
thoſe Complaints , and endeavour for futable Remedies; in 
Tendency whereto, Thave preſented ſomething here by way 
neg LESS 
And how mettinks1 hear ſome, wiſe men ſay, that it is Rea- 
fon thar ſuch abofes ſheuld.be puniſhed , and rhat ſeverely, 
if any ſhould preſume ro a& fuchthinps, as ate here 'com- 
plained of, or any waitsvindicate thofe "that do them; to the 
which Ianſwer, thatT wiſh that I were called to prove my. 
knowledge of thoſe things, without too much' charge or At- 
rendance, before any that ſhould 'be'appoitted, to.enquire 
mcoand to regulate the fame; for I do'tiot make it my buli- 
neſs to ſetforth in rhis' diſcourſe the-perticuler abuſes - of 
rhoſe Countrey 'Atturneys, Under-Clecks, Under-Sheriffs 
intheir returns , and the abufes of rheir Officers, and the Aſ- 
fiſtance that ſome 'grear Smugglers -have, fromſome Ma- 
giftrates'and Juſtices vfthe Peace in the' Countrey, toge- 
ther with the affronts that have been offered to our good 
"'Lawes, of which" I have had a large and ſad experience : And 
although our Lawes are good, and our Judgesare juſt, yet 
the corruption in the praQice of the Law , by under-OfR: - 
cers, isſo exceeding bad and deſtruive tothe, Trade and 
| publique good ofthe Kingdome , that in cafe I hould per- 
ticularly recite thoſe abuſes that T wy.ſelf have mer with a- 
mong the Pracicers ofthe Law, 1 ſhouldfill a Book many 
times bigger than this. . - ah 1,2 
And now I ſhall conclude, with the true and hearty wiſhes 
of an Enrglifhman , that al our Minifters of State'may ſ6 a- 


Sree, 


4» 
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Sree Eſpecially in this junRure of time, that they may una» 
nimoully joyn together , as one intire body , againſt all In- 
truders upon our Trade and Priveledges both at Sea. and 
Land ; that the Walls of this Kingdome may be built upand 
preſerved, and our Tradeing may encreaſe and flouriſh , ſo 
that no cunning Uſurpers may rob -us of our old Preroga- 
tives of the Seas, orthe ManufaGture of our native Trade up- 
| ontheLand. OO > i Worm, 
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Ir Laudem Authoris & Subjefti, 


® Ad T but lived in Ben. Johnſons dayes 
, 1 wouid have learn't of, him, to fpeak.the Praiſe 
| Of Native Engliſh Wooll, and co ſer forth 
_— ,'; real Excellency and it's worth | 
The Poets tell us of the Golden Fleece /e 


That Jafon undertookto fetch to Greece, © | 


But that's a Fifttion , ours a real thin 

Which tothe Kingdome doth great Riches bring- 

Ss that no Nation to 1s might compare 

If diligent in working it, we were , 
The French with al their Salt, Brandy and Wine, - 
Could not afford to Cloath themſelves ſo fine. 


The Spaniſh-India Afines do not yield forth 

Such Riches as our Engliſh Cloth & worth, 

The Spaniards ſcanty Cloaks and Bagpipe Hoſe 

Do go from England , as each Trav'ler knows. 
The Dutch mens Sits of Clothes and Buſhel knees 
From England are Tranſported ore the Seas. 


The Portugal delights to wear onr Bayes 

The Negro doth as much affef$ our Sayes 

The Turk doth highly prize our broader Wear : | 
H The 


($2), 


The Grecian herein with bim = compare, 
aur Broaa Clothes go A main - -- 
Heb Dfrchen? fo othve their guin, © 


To Ruſkin. Malcovy lie bkewifa goes 
Good ftore of broad, and narrow Wool Clothes. 


And all the Eaſt Lands ore ſuch u the Trade 
For mel thes., England which 1 
Into rot ſtore of Cloth we ſend 

As faſt 4s the Eaft India Company Can vend. 


*. 


Wizo Fad zuoat prof ro arenie rhereby. oj Erna tf] 
Unrorhat Honourable Company; gt £7 eat 
The Indiars i# America womear ooo YO ES nite 
The Duffels which with 6 preparen ure,  \ q ae. 
And in Exchange av ge mr Bever-Shons... 
Which to the Nation - nr Riches brings, 


Unto Peru ary auto Mexico. - i 

AAuch of our Woollen Moipnefubbures £9, 

The Portugal (Brazeel inhabiting) , 

For Clothing doth delight ia #0 /uch vin. 
As Englith Bayes and Stuffes which they ths wear 
Which unto _ by Sea ods, pr are, 


The Perſian $ itke, and PRE: 6 Arimbgiana 
So highly prized byth* Tralians , 

Are bo for Sumttner wear, -for there 7 not 
Such thickneſs in that drejs ro keep them hot 
In Winter , as there t54n Engliſh Clothes 

When as the —_— akon fij?y blowes. 


And of ſuch goods 1 Fingland ave, dove leaks 


To Cloath and 'to adorn onr Gentries back). 7; 
' Which for Exchange of Cloth our Merchants As 


(T 0- 


= 
(Together alſo with each pleaſant thing. 
Which ts Imported to us by the Seas 


While we it h houſe can makg our Cloth with eaſe, 
T hus now you ſee the World was ſurniſh't well 


' With Clothand Stuff which Engliſh men did ſef, 


But Dutch and French , zntruded have of late 
And with us in the Trade participate. 
The fault's our own, becauſe they get our Woek, 
And then they do improve it to the full. 


This makes me that I am exceeding loath 

To loſe the work , and profit of our Cloth, 

Which comes unto the Poor as well 4s Rich 

And therefore now I humbly dobeſeech 
Thoſe that 61 Wooll- Packs ſit, to puniſh thoſe 
That Ship away our Waok, #ot made in Clothes, 


R.S 


Now 


Houſe of 


Lora,,, 


EE ret 
ett 


Fer CO DEPTSRREG 
Poſcript. 


Hat theſe things are confidera'le 
0 be looked i into, and that a ftock 
may be raiſed to *employ the poor 
our of miſimployed Charity , I 
have given a breit account of the a- 
buſes of Charity, in the place 
where I now inhabit, with a ſhort Deſcription of 
the River of Medway, alias Chatham , and the fraudes 
praRiſcd there and of ſome notorious abules 
pur upon me for doing my duty, and endeayouring 
co prevent thoſe fraudes complained of inthis Book, 
with the foul Practiſe of ſome under-Clerks , and 
cunning devices of ſome other Lawyers , which I 
ſhall Preſent to his moſt Sacred Majeſty, and to the 
zrear Counccis of the Kingdome ; to the end it may 
be known whar necd there is of better ENCOUrage- 
ment to honeit; Offers, and thoſe who put the Laws 


in Execntion againſt ſuch Offenders, being alſo 


ready to' prove what isalledged in every particular 


cluole betore his Majetty in 1 Councel, 


England 


Englandis exceeding happy in a good and gracious King, 
bur exireamly unhappy in ſome unfaithful Officers , and di- 
vided people, we are alſo happy in good Lawes, but unhappy 
in that they are ſo much corrupted , it is nothing with ſome 
Councel to make good, bad, and bad, good, and in caſe they 
abuſe a man never ſo much , this is ſufficient, They ought to 
do what they can for their Client : by this courſe, our moft 
gracious King, and the Honourable Courts are often milin- 
formed, honeſt 'men diſcouraged , and unjuſt Stewards pre- 
ferred, let Attorneys and Clerks uſe never ſo unjuft practice, 
honeft and juſt Lawyers will ſeldome complain , or move a- 
gainſt thoſe of the ſame profellion. This Nation is puffed up 
with Pride, and grown idle with plenty, the meaneſt vie 
with the greatet, and will do any unjuitthing to maintain 
it, Playes are more regarded then Prayers, Drunkenneſs 
than Study, the Clerks pens, than Trades-mens hands, ſo 
that our Frade is loft, our people live idle, Charity Robbed, 
our Poor ftarved , our Lawes not regarded , our Conſciences 
faſt a ſleep. 

The Scene is.ſo much altered in 25.o0r 30 years, that then a 
man —_— his Son well provided for, if placed with a Clo- 
thier, and now nothing will dobut Law, ſo that they multi- 
ply like Catterpillkrsin a dry Summer , inſomuch that the 
increaſe of the Land cannot feed them , but they ſwaKow y 
the earth alſo, whatTI write is no Romance, I have had ſad 
experience: of the truth.of it , and according to the good old 

Proverbs, The Loſer may haveleave to ſpeak, And trath 
nay be blamed, though not ſhamed , that doth make a man as 
bold asa Lion, and 1bleſs Godin all my fad AﬀMitions , that 
very thing , and God's promiſes hath kept up my ſpirits, and 
without reaſon I {till hoped to be delivered from thoſe wolves, 
as Daniel was delivered out of the Lyons Den , which hath 
beendone, ſome of my Enemies falling before me, and others 
have confeſſed their faulis, and I bave as freely forgiven 
them , as I hope God will forgive me, others whoſe actions 
are ſo foul, they bluſh and hang down their heads when 
they 


S 


they ſee mi, though they Will endeayour behind my back 3 

& where it's notknown, to excuſe themfelves,I declare 1 deſire 

tO be in peace with all men, though I do endeavour to get my 

cept ? vindicate my ſelf, and for publique good puniſh 
enders. 


Vale . 


